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7. Cycling 

7.1. Existing Network 
Historically Hull has had very high cycle use and levels of usage are still well above the 
national average, due largely to the flat topography, low car ownership and the compact 
nature of the City. The 2001 Census identified that 12% of the mode share of journeys 
to work were made by bike. The apparent success in holding up usage levels is largely 
as a result of the ongoing development of a usable cycle network, the pro-active cycle 
promotion strategy which has been on-going over the last 10 years (some in partnership 
with the East Riding of Yorkshire Council) together with the extensive cycle training and 
safety awareness undertaken by the Authority’s Road Safety Team.  
 
Table 9 presents a breakdown of the components of the City’s comprehensive network 
of ‘off’ and ‘on’ road facilities which has been largely developed over the last 10-15 
years.  

Table 9 - Components of the City’s Cycle Network 

Facility units 
Off Road Routes 65km (40.38 mile) 

On Road Cycle Lanes 70km (43.49 mile) 

Advanced stop lines 130 

Signal controlled crossings for cyclists 33 

Cycle Parking Spaces installed throughout the 
City 

Over 960 

Traffic Calming Schemes implemented  
(up to 2009) 

142 

‘Safer Routes to School’ schemes 
implemented to date to encourage walking and 
cycling 

78 schools 

 
Figure 26 illustrates the extent of the existing network. It highlights that nearly one 
third of the City’s residential road network have traffic calming measures or 20mph 
speed limits 

 
Hull’s flat topography and low car ownership (as illustrated in Tables 3 and 4 
previously) makes cycling an important mode of travel in the City for commuting, 
shopping trips, leisure, education and as a means of helping to improve the general 
health and fitness of residents and visitors. 

 
The ongoing debate about the road safety concerns of on-road facilities versus the 
personal security concerns of off-road facilities continues, and so the City Council is 
actively promoting both options with two complementary and integrated networks 
being the ideal long term aim to facilitate the needs of seasoned cyclists and those 
who are not so confident. 
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Figure 26 - Cycle Network in Hull 
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7.1.1. Growth in Cycling 
 In LTP2 the Council set a target of increasing cycling across the River Hull Screenline 

by 1.7% per annum. Table 10 and Table 11 highlight the trend in growth in cycling 
which has occurred across the two screenlines over the last 7 years.  Both screenlines 
indicate that although there have been fluctuations in the results the general trend in 
the number of people cycling in the City has increased over time.  

 

Table 10 - River Hull Screenline (12 Hour two way flows) 

Year 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Target 3747 3811 3875 3941 4008 4077 4146 

target Index 100.0 101.7 103.4 105.2 107.0 108.8 110.6 

Actual flow 3747 4031 4899 4119 4005 4274 4547 

Index 100 107.6 130.7 109.9 106.9 114.1 121.4 
Source: Annual Screenline Traffic Surveys 

 

Table 11 - Hull Docks Branch (12 Hour two way flows) 

Year 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Target 7128 7249 7372 7498 7625 7755 7887 

Target Index 100 101.7 103.4 105.2 107.0 108.8 110.6 

Actual Flow 7128 7733 8808 7892 8808 9300 8824 

Index 100 108.5 123.6 110.7 123.6 130.5 123.8 
Source: Annual Screenline Traffic Surveys 

7.1.2. Future Cycle Network 
During the life of this plan the Council will endeavour to further increase cycling levels 
in the city, through a mix of the implementation of various cycle schemes. It will 
continue to work in partnership with stakeholders and interest groups such as 
SUSTRANS. 
 
Figure 27 highlights the improvements to the existing cycle network. The proposed 
enhancements to the network will help to improve network connectivity and 
permeability into the residential, industrial and commercial areas of the City helping to 
improve access to employment.   
 
In addition to the proposed improvement network, the Council has recently been 
working in partnership with ‘Building Schools for the Future’ to further develop the 
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proposed cycle network to not only improve the cycle connectivity between the new 
BSF schools but to also further enhance the permeability into the residential areas 
and provide greater access to the schools to help encourage pupils and the general 
public, who may want to access the community facilities at the schools, to cycle. All of 
the new schools included in the BSF programme are to have secure cycle parking 
facilities and the introduction of a ‘school zone’ to further enhance safety. 
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Figure 27 – Proposed Future Cycle Network 
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7.1.3. Cycle Security 
 Figure 28 shows the cycle thefts in the city which have taken place between 1st 

May 2008 and the 31st October 2010. The figure shows that the number of cycle 
thefts is declining over time. The Council is working closely with Humberside 
Police to clamp down on cycle crime especially in the City Centre.  In spring 2011 
advisory notices are to be introduced in hot-spot areas. The notices highlight the 
importance to securely lock the cycle. 

 
Figure 28 - Number of Cycle Thefts in Hull 

 

7.2. Recent Developments 

 Implementation of the first 3 phases (Hedon Road to Holderness Road) of a 
cycle route linking East Hull to North Hull following the route of the existing ring 
road. The final phase of works is due to be completed by spring 2011. The cost 
of the cycle element of the scheme is approximately £430k. 

 
 Marfleet Avenue / Preston Road junction and the associated off road cycle 

network that extends from Holderness Road to the Withernsea Branch line 
providing alternative mode of transport choice to access 3 primary schools 
(Maybury, St Richards and Marfleet Primary schools) and 1 secondary school 
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(Archbishop Sentamu Academy) which is currently under construction as part 
of the BSF programme and is due to be opened in autumn 2011. 

 
 Priory Road (segregated footway / cycletrack approx 2km (1.24 mile) between 

Shropshire Close and the City boundary which completes a link in the cycle 
route network that extends from Cottingham to Hessle Road that is virtually all 
off road or on quieter traffic calmed streets. Completed June 2009 it also 
provides a link to National Cycle Network Route 65 and the Trans Pennine 
Trail. 

 
 Working with Building Schools for the Future (BSF) to ensure that cycle access 

to schools is an integral part of the City’s proposed future cycle network.  
 
 Worked in partnership with Humberside Police, Citysafe, Hull BID to create and 

publish in September 2010 a ‘Cycle Theft Strategy’ which aims to enhance 
increased confidence in cycle security through education, enforcement and 
information. 

 
 Working in partnership with Humberside Police and Citysafe - engaged with 

large attractor venues including St Stephens and Hull College to develop no 
cost and low cost improvements to enhance existing cycle parking facilities. 

 
 Cycle Maps (8th Edition last produced 2008) 30,000 distributed throughout the 

city and beyond May/June 2008, with a further 15,000 published in December 
2008. (Copy available on Council Website (www.hullcc.gov.uk). 

 
 The development of a draft local travel map (cycling/walking/public transport) 

including local amenities (shops, parks, schools, recreation facilities etc)  for 
each of the  3 areas of the city, East, West and North with a city centre overlap 
to enable access to KC Stadium, Hull University, Hull Royal Infirmary and the 
Transport Interchange are visible on all 3 maps. 

 
 Improved accessibility for cyclists between Chanterlands Avenue and Newland 

Avenue via St Ninnians Walk and Ella Street. 
 

 Hosting a successful stage of the Tour of Britain National Cycle Race which set 
off from Queens Gardens, Hull city centre in September 2008. 

 
 Cycle parking provision throughout the city has increased by 200 plus spaces 

including the covered shelter in Paragon Street / Queen Victoria Square which 
is proving very popular and is often full to capacity in fine weather. 

 
 The introduction of a major pedestrian / cycle only swing bridge crossing the 

River Hull costing approximately £6.5m is currently under construction. It is 
expected to be completed by autumn 2011.  
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 An existing bridge crossing the Hull Marina lock in Wellington Street West has 
been refurbished as a pedestrian / cycle only bridge. The works were 
completed in October 2006 at a cost of approximately £2m including all the 
associated landscaping works. 

 
 Radio and bus back advertising campaigns have been conducted jointly with 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council to encourage residents in the region to 
consider cycling as a sustainable / healthy alternative to using the private car. 

 
 The Council is currently working with Cycle City Guides to map the city’s cycle 

network in order to develop a cycle journey planner. The funding for the project 
has been provided by Cycling England and the survey work necessary to 
prepare the journey planner is to be undertaken in January 2010. It is 
anticipated that the on-line cycle journey planner should be operational for the 
City by the end of March 2011. 

7.3. Challenges 

 To further increase the awareness of the existing cycle facilities by continuing 
to undertake marketing campaigns and the distribution of Cycle Maps (45,000 
maps previously distributed) in association with targeting specific groups in the 
community.    

 
 Specific cycle network problems in Hull include the hostile nature of the Trunk 

Road as a cycle route, the barrier effect of the Trunk Road to north - south 
movements.  

 
 To reduce the amount of cycle theft that is currently experienced in the city 

especially in the city centre. The Council are continuing to work in partnership 
with Humberside Police to address this issue, although it should be noted that 
for every cycle stolen in the public realm, there are approximately 7 cycles 
stolen from sheds, garages and other forms of crime such as domestic 
burglary 

 
 To provide a staffed secure cycle parking facility in a central location such as 

Paragon Interchange given the current funding uncertainties. 
 

 To monitor the success of area wide cycle hire schemes currently being 
implemented in other cities and to investigate the feasibility of introducing such 
a scheme in Hull. 

 
 To maintain the highway network to a standard that reduces problems for 

cyclist such as those caused by potholes, gulley grates and edge of 
carriageway condition. 

 
 To maintain street lighting on off-road routes from vandalism in the current 

financial climate. 
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 To address the condition of cycle routes during inclement weather to allow use 

particularly as snow and ice can present a challenge to riders. 
 

 To further improve the connectivity of the existing cycle network by removing 
barriers such as one way streets (contra flow issues) etc. 

 
 To minimise the number of cyclists riding on footways / without lights. The 

failure to follow traffic laws and regulations continues to be raised as an issue 
at Community Safety Action Partnership meetings. 

 
 To increase the numbers of active groups / volunteers needed to provide 

support to encourage cycle training and general cycle use. 
 

7.4. Recommendations / Way Forward 

Table 12- Impact Assessment of Proposed Strategy areas on Goals 

Cycling 
Goals Strategy Area Action 

Economy
Climate 
Change 

Safety 
Quality 
of Life 

Equality

Strategy Update 

• To review and prepare 
Cycling Strategy  

• To produce ‘Smarter 
Choices Strategy’  

    

Delivery 

To prepare 
comprehensive cycle 
programme to deliver 
cycle network presented 
in Figure 27 

    

Publicity 

• To produce updated 
Cycle Map 

• To produce Local 
Travel Maps 

• To participate in 
National Bike Week 

• To continue with radio 
and ‘Bus Back’ 
campaigns in 
conjunction with ERYC 

• To participate in Lord 
Mayor’s Gala 

• To support other 
health focused events 
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Cycling

GoalsStrategy Area Action 

Economy
Climate 
Change 

Safety 
Quality 
of Life 

Equality

Maintenance 

• To undertake audit of 
existing cycle facilities 
to feed into Asset 
Management Plan 

• To produce Action 
Plan for the 
maintenance of the 
assets 

• Engage with voluntary 
organisations to 
provide support in 
monitoring and 
maintaining the cycle 
network 

    

Funding 

To explore all 
opportunities to attract 
additional funding to 
accelerate the delivery of 
the cycle programme 

    

Security 

• To implement the 
Cycle Theft Reduction 
Strategy in conjunction 
with Stakeholders 

• To continue to 
introduce  secure cycle 
parking in the city 
centre and other 
strategic public 
locations  

    

Developments 

To continue to implement 
national policy on 
encouraging use of 
sustainable modes 
ensuring adequate 
provision for cyclists.  

    

Training To continue to provide 
cycle training in schools 
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7.5. Motorcycles 
The City Council supports the safe use of motorcycles and appreciates the 
potential benefits in terms of their environmental advantage over other single 
occupancy motor vehicles in terms of potential fuel savings and road space 
(congestion). To this end the Council has throughout the LTP1 and 2 periods 
successfully allowed motorcycles to use its bus lanes on Holderness Road (as an 
initial trial) and more recently on other radial routes. This arrangement has helped 
to reduce congestion and has not raised any significant safety issues or 
complaints from other road user groups. 
 
Motorcyclists are traditionally a vulnerable road user group. The City has a specific 
area of concern in relation to an increasing number of moped rider casualties even 
though the overall number of motorcycle casualties in the city has reduced from 
118, based on the 1994-98 average, to 79 in 2009 (33% reduction). The Council 
will be looking to address this particular issue through the Safer Roads Humber 
Partnership during LTP3. 

 


