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11. Air Quality and Climate Change 

The Government has set a target to keep the levels of the following pollutants 
below set thresholds: 

 Carbon Monoxide 
 Benzene 
 Lead 
 1.3 Butadiene 
 Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2 ) 
 Sulphur Dioxide 
 Particulate Matter (PM10) 

 
The Council continuously monitors air quality in the City. Air quality in the City is 
generally good, with the Air Quality Objectives being achieved in all areas of the 
City, with the exception of an area around the A63 Castle Street which exceeds the 
annual mean for nitrogen dioxide (NO2). In August 2005 this area was declared as 
an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) centred on the A63 Castle Street as 
indicated on Figure 58. A City Wide Action Plan was developed in consultation with 
other key Stakeholders including the Highways Agency to address the NO2 issue. 
The draft Action Plan was subsequently reviewed by DEFRA and the changes that 
they recommended were included in the final plan which was adopted by the 
Council in autumn 2007. 

Figure 58 - Air Quality Management Area (Castle Street) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs 
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An Air Quality Progress Report was prepared in 2010 based on monitoring data 
collected by KHCC and DEFRA. The report showed the following headline trends: 
 

 Air quality results adjacent to the AQMA show no values higher than the 
objectives and results inside the AQMA show that there are still 
exceedances at several points along the roadside; therefore, the AQMA 
will remain in force. 

 
 As part of the on going process of investigating potential improvements 

to the A63 Trunk Road within the AQMA, the Highways Agency are 
carrying out further monitoring. 

 
 No new significant impacts have been identified. 

 
 There are no changes required to the AQMA. 

 
 Exceedences were identified along the A63 within the existing AQMA, 

but the roadside levels do seem to be showing a downward trend in 
excess of the general background. 

 
The report also identified that values which are greater than the set objectives have 
been monitored at sites just outside of the AQMA in the vicinity of the Paragon 
Interchange along Ferensway. A detailed assessment of this area is to be 
undertaken. Two real time analysers are to be located on Ferensway for the 
assessment.  
 
An updated progress report and action plan is to be prepared and submitted to 
DEFRA in 2011 

11.1. Alternative Technologies 
The Council is looking to utilise technology to help reduce its carbon footprint in 
response to the climate change agenda. 
 

• The Council already has a network of 52 electric vehicle charging points, 14 
of which are located in George Street multi-storey and the rest are at 
Council buildings and depots. The charging points were installed when the 
Council had an electric vehicle fleet five years ago before the manufacturer 
withdrew from the market.  

 
Recently the Council was part of a Yorkshire bid for funding from the 
Plugged in Places initiative to develop a network of charging points 
throughout Yorkshire including up to 70 additional charging points in 37 
locations throughout the City. Unfortunately the bid was unsuccessful but 
the Council is still looking for alternative sources of funding to progress this 
initiative. 

 
• The Council is currently proposing to purchase 10 electric vehicles a year 

through to 2018 as part of the decarbonising of its fleet.   
 


