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Planning Committee 
 

17th February, 2026 
 

PRESENT:- 

Councillors Hatcher (Chair), Randall (Deputy Chair), Belcher, Byrne, Dolman 
(substitute for Councillor Keal), Gardiner, Healand, Kennett and D. 
Thompson. 

IN ATTENDANCE:- 

R. Gray (Planning Policy and Delivery Manager), Stephen Walker (Principal 
Conservation Officer), A. Sattarova (Lawyer) and P. Rawcliffe (Democratic 
Services Officer). 

APOLOGIES:- 

Councillors Henry and Keal. 

 

Minute 
No.  

Description/Decision  Action 
By/Deadline  

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 

83 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No declarations of interest were made in respect of 
the items that follow below. 
 

 

84 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th 
JANUARY, 2026  
 
Agreed - That the minutes of the meeting of this 
Committee, held on 20th January, 2026, having been 
printed and circulated, be taken as read and 
correctly recorded and be signed by the Chair. 
 

 

NON-EXEMPT ITEMS 

85 REFERRAL 
 
The Democratic Services Officer explained that at 
the meeting of the Communities Overview and 
Scrutiny Commission on 22nd January, 2026, the 
following matter was referred to the Planning 
Committee: 
 
“That, to support the continued maintenance of trees 
across the city, the Planning Committee be asked to 
consider a report outlining the principles surrounding 
the adoption of unadopted highways, the 
responsibilities for tree maintenance within 

Head of 
Planning 



 58 

unadopted highways and housing estates, and the 
potential inclusion of a condition of discharge 
relating to tree maintenance”. 
 
The Committee discussed the referral. 
 
Agreed – 
 

a) That the Head of Planning circulates a 
briefing paper, off agenda, to Members of this 
Committee and the Communities Overview 
and Scrutiny Commission, around the 
process that would be followed, and the 
standard that needed to be reached, for the 
adoption of highways and the subsequent 
maintenance of trees, and 
 

b) that the above decision be referred to the 
Communities Overview and Scrutiny 
Commission for information. 
 

86 NEWLAND CONSERVATION AREA BOUNDARY 
REVIEW 
 
Agreed – That, as the above report had yet to be 
considered by the relevant Area Committee, 
consideration of the report be deferred to the next 
available meeting of the Planning Committee. 
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