
 

 

“It’s time for delivery, not 

excuses” 
 

Hull Labour Group Budget Amendment 

 

2026/27 
 

Our Priorities 
 

Hull Labour Group’s 2026/27 budget amendment proposes to: 

 provide equal access to services and funding across the city 

 make all resident’s lives easier, no matter where they live 

 reverse Hull City Council’s decline over the last four years, and put 

our city on the right track. 

 

Disappointment and Delay 
 

After four years of a Liberal Democrat-run council in Hull, people in our 

city are wondering what they have to show for it. 

 

This year’s budget from Hull’s Liberal Democrats is an unambitious and 

weak vision for our city.  After four years in power, they are proposing 

spending only £900k on additional priorities for the city, despite receiving 

extra funding this year equating to a 6% increase in actual spending 

power, direct from the current Labour Government (and a 16% increase 

over the full 3-year settlement period). 

 

The majority of their few newly stated priorities are, in fact, not even new 

ideas - they originate from previous Labour proposals.  

 

This year, in their wider proposals, the Liberal Democrats want to 

increase council rents by the absolute maximum allowed – this will mean 



 

 

that, since they took control, in 2022, council rent will have been 

increased by a huge 24% in just four years.  

 

Members of their own party, including one of their Cabinet members, 

have resigned in anger at these decisions in past years; not just 

because rents were being raised unnecessarily, but also because each 

time they increased rents, they then underspent on housing repairs, and 

quietly salted away the left-over cash into reserves. 

 

Since taking office, the Liberal Democrats have overseen delays and 

huge overspends, with affected works including the Hull Maritime 

Project, Queen’s Gardens and other schemes.  

 

This year, the Liberal Democrat budget celebrates the fact that 2026/27 

will be the year several major projects, like Spurn Lightship, which were 

all started when Hull Labour were in control, come to fruition – even 

though the Liberal Democrats slated them when they were first on the 

table.  

 

The Liberal Democrats have worked hand-in-glove with the 

Conservative-run East Riding Council to push through a devolution deal 

that has short-changed the whole region. This was done solely in the 

hope that either Hull’s Liberal Democrat Leader, or the East Riding’s 

Conservative Leader, would become the newly elected Mayor of Hull 

and East Yorkshire.  

 

After neither of them came out the victor, Hull was saddled with an 

inadequate devolution deal, which Labour believe is one of the worst in 

the country, and a new mayor who has so far not provided effective 

leadership. 

 

The Combined Authority, run by the new mayor, amongst many other 

disappointments, is failing to attract economic investment in our 

renewable energy industry, and has refused to sign up to the White Rose 

Agreement on rail investment, which all other Yorkshire mayoralties are 

now proud to be part of. 

 



 

 

Hull residents have grown weary of poor Council leadership. Progress 

on major projects in our city has stalled over the last four years. 

Residents need to see delivery, on time and on budget, not excuses. 

 

 

Real Growth and Improvement Under a Labour 

Government 
 

In 2010, under a Labour Government, Hull City Council received nearly 

£97 million more per year than it did at the end of the last Conservative 

Government in 2024.  

 

This is a loss of nearly £400 per person, per year, for Hull’s residents, 

with the cumulative effect adding up to £1.35 billion of lost investment 

and services for local people. 

 

These vicious cuts were successively imposed, in the intervening years, 

by Conservative, and previously, Conservative/Liberal Democrat 

coalition governments.  

 

Liberal Democrats in Hull correctly acknowledge the damage caused by 

austerity, but it must be remembered that these swingeing cuts were 

formulated and enforced by their own national Liberal Democrat 

colleagues. 

 

Since Labour returned to government in 2024, they have reintroduced 

multi-year funding settlements for councils, and changed the national 

funding system to favour areas in greater need of support, including Hull. 

 

This means that we have been allocated a far bigger slice of the overall 

funding pie this year, correcting poor decisions in years past, and more 

correctly giving funding based on need. 

 

Furthermore, this Labour government has ended reliance on one-off 

grants to keep services ticking over due to poor levels of base funding, 

and ended the divisive system of forced competition between councils 

for available funds. 



 

 

 

Nationally, the Labour government has also introduced the Pride in 

Place scheme, which will greatly benefit not just those communities in 

the three named target areas within Hull - Hessle Road & Boulevard, 

Orchard Park, and Greatfield - who will each receive £20 million over a 

ten-year period for their local communities, but also, by default, the wider 

city, by making those areas more attractive, community driven, safer 

places, to live and work. 

  

 

Hull Labour Group’s Budget Amendment – Back to 

Basics 
 

Hull Labour Group welcomes this new approach towards local 

government funding and the establishment of a fairer funding formula for 

the neediest areas. 

 

Our councillors are already hard at work with residents in the Pride in 

Place areas to decide how their extra funding will be used to benefit as 

many people as possible, and in every other ward represented by 

Labour, to make sure that the new funding formula and additional 

monies received are put to the best use possible. 

 

However, we also recognise that, until Britain’s economy recovers from 

the damage caused by the reckless policies of previous governments 

and the needless pain of austerity, the overall funding picture for local 

government in general, whilst improving, is only the beginning.  

 

This is why it is all the more important to carefully manage the money 

provided to the city which is intended to grow our local economy. 

 

Unfortunately, to date, the Liberal Democrat-led Council in Hull have 

directed vital regeneration funding streams from the Labour government 

to ill-fated business ventures, such as the Iron Lillies debacle at Princes 

Quay. 

 



 

 

Hull Labour Group’s budget amendment seeks to protect the services 

we hold dear and show that there is a better way.  

 

We are proposing using our funding creatively for better outcomes for 

local people, not more posturing. 

 

In 2022, the Liberal Democrats fully delivered the budget set by the 

previous Labour-run council, despite having voted against it when it was 

proposed.  

 

In years since, the Liberal Democrats have opposed Hull Labour 

Group’s budget amendments in full, but have then adopted parts of them 

in a piecemeal fashion, and claimed credit for themselves instead. The 

new Council-owned Lido at Albert Avenue is but one example of this; 

wholly opposed by the Liberal Democrats in opposition, and now hailed 

as a success by them. 

 

This year, Hull Labour Group urges the Liberal Democrats to accept all 

or some of our proposed amendments to their budget. 

 

No party has a monopoly on good ideas; the proposals included in our 

amendment this year would signal real improvements for the City of Hull 

and its residents. 

 

 

Hull Labour – Innovation, Common Sense and 

Community Pride 
 

Year after year of austerity and under-investment has caused a decline 

in our community high streets and our civic realm.  

 

Simple street issues like graffiti, dog mess and shop frontages now 

seem to be intractable problems.  

 

A collapse in viable community spaces means that people increasingly 

become isolated, and Hull’s communal culture and spirit is put under 

pressure. 



 

 

 

Hull Labour Group’s budget amendment is stuffed full of practical and 

viable ways of rectifying this situation, drawing on the new and improved 

funding streams from the current Labour government. 

 

For example, we want to see a full expansion of the vastly popular Bring 

Out Your Rubbish Day scheme. Uptake of this by the Liberal Democrats 

has been patchy across the city, and many residents have seen no 

benefit from it. Our amendment proposes an end to this divisive 

postcode lottery, so that the whole of Hull will benefit, with residents from 

all areas able to access no-cost removal of bulky and DIY waste. 

 

Our amendment also proposes crucial funding be made available for 

more summer-time park wardens in Hull’s smaller public parks, 

renovations to public conveniences such as those at Pearson Park, a 

pilot community wardens’ scheme, and additional library opening hours. 

 

All of these initiatives would help strengthen our communities and 

ensure that Hull’s green spaces and public facilities are available, 

accessible, and safer for all. 

 

Hull Labour Group’s budget amendment also proposes capital 

investment be directed towards projects celebrating our common 

heritage. 

 

A public monument to the city’s “Headscarf Revolutionaries”, projects 

commemorating the docks communities on Holderness Road, and the 

restoration of the Avenues fountains are all included in this. 

 

Our amendment also includes start-up money for a fundraising 

campaign for a statue to the late John Prescott, and additional funding to 

purchase the Fishing Heritage Centre on Hessle Road, to give our ex-

fishing communities a permanent and secure home. 

 

These projects and improvements celebrate Hull’s vibrant and diverse 

civic history, remembering the tenacity and strength of the working class 

men and women who built our city. 



 

 

 

Our amendment would also direct part of the government’s new “Crisis 

and Resilience Fund” money towards additional school uniform support 

and other similar schemes. 

 

Alongside current Labour government action to remove the two-child 

benefit cap, and to roll out free school breakfast clubs at our local 

primary schools, Hull Labour Group is committed to ending child poverty 

in our city. 

 

 

Decent Housing for All with Hull Labour 
 

We believe that all residents of our great city have the right to safe, 

decent and affordable housing. 

 

With responsibility for almost 22,000 council tenancies, Hull City Council 

has a particular duty to do right by its tenants.  

 

As mentioned above, the 4.8% increase in council rents proposed by the 

Liberal Democrats in their budget this year is the maximum allowed, and 

would mean a 24% increase in rents since 2022.  

 

This burden is increasingly difficult for tenants to bear, and with an 

improved funding situation and almost £30 million sitting in Housing 

Revenue Account reserves, impossible to justify; the MHCLG guidance 

requires £6m of general reserves, or 5%, to be maintained [Paragraph 

8.18, 334 of 410]. 

 

Hull Labour Group is proposing, instead, a freeze to council rents. 

 

In addition, our amendment also includes important investment in 

improving existing council housing stock.  

 

We believe the injustice of refusing to repair and replace fencing for 

long-standing council tenants should end, and that steps should be 

taken to improve the quality of pavements, dropped kerbs and ten-foots 



 

 

on footways owned by the Council’s Housing Department. None of these 

are even mentioned in the Liberal Democrats’ proposals. 

 

Hull Labour is also keen for the council to radically expand and widen its 

availability of new council housing stock, including buy-backs of 

properties lost to Right to Buy, the commissioning of new-build 

properties, and spot-buying of homes from private owners.   

 

Our amendment includes crucial investment to enable this, again 

bolstered by extra funding, on top of that allocated by the Liberal 

Democrats, to make sure the job gets done.   

 

While welcoming the current Labour government’s new restrictions on 

the Right to Buy scheme, and the huge benefits this will bring local 

authorities, Hull Labour Group continues to call nationally for a complete 

end to the Thatcherite Right to Buy model, which has gutted council 

housing stock across the country, including in Hull. 

 

Hull Labour Group believes that the best form of housing is low-cost, 

secure and good-quality council housing.  However, we also recognise 

the challenges faced by many tenants in the private-rented and -owned 

sector. 

 

Our amendment includes further funding to improve frontages on private 

and privately-rented terraces, and for additional, important 

improvements to pavements and ten-foots used by those terraces. The 

state of some of these currently are shameful and will not be improved 

by private collective agreements. Currently there is only a minimal 

amount of funding set aside in the Liberal Democrats’ budget to cover 

this. 

 

Instead, the Liberal Democrats in Hull have prioritised the approval of 

large-scale “monster” Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs), rather 

than good quality social housing. The conversion of the Paragon Hotel 

into a 122-bed HMO is just one example of these ongoing betrayals of 

private renters. 

 



 

 

 

Hull Labour: Reviving Our Infrastructure and Getting 

Hull Moving 
 

Highways and transport are an issue of utmost important to Hull 

residents. 

 

It is beyond frustrating trying to navigate the consistently difficult problem 

of traffic chaos when attempting to get around our city, due to 

uncoordinated roadworks, utilities digging up pathways and roads, 

redirections and road closures, and even chronically poor public 

transport. 

 

Hull Labour Group’s amendment proposes funding for additional parking 

wardens in areas outside the city centre, additional taxi marshals at busy 

places in the city centre, and free Sunday car parking in December. 

 

These proposals would be self-funding, being paid for by revenue from 

bus lane camera fines. 

 

We are also proposing to fully fund the urgent reopening of Chapman 

Street Bridge.  This project, which is one of the lynchpins to improving 

traffic congestion, has moved at a painful snail’s pace under the Liberal 

Democrats, with them failing to make use of money already allocated in 

previous budgets, which would have had the bridge open and available 

to road users well before now. 

 

For those who are not car users, the Hull Labour Group amendment is 

proposing an increase in capital investment to repair Hull’s footbridges, 

and for a new Pedestrian Crossing Safety Fund.  

 

For residents with disabilities, who have as much a right to get around 

our city as everyone else, the amendment also provides money for the 

Council to reimburse the cost of doctors’ evidence letters for disabled 

bus users applying for their pass, and for blue badges for parking, 

eliminating this additional cost to the user. 

 



 

 

In addition, our amendment also includes capital investment to rapidly 

roll out parking enforcement CCTV at school gates, and better 

enforcement of box junctions; both of these projects are also ones that 

will pay for themselves over time. Under the current snail’s pace of the 

Lib Dems, most children at primary school would be 30 before their 

school gate is afforded any protection from unsafe parking. 

 

This mixture of measures will go some way to improving traffic chaos 

and congestion and the continuing parking issues across Hull, and 

enable better walking routes for all. 

 

 

A Gift from Hull Labour Group to the Liberal 

Democrats 
 

Despite a record new funding settlement from the current Labour 

government in Westminster, the Liberal Democrat-run council in Hull 

continues to put forward unambitious and uninspired proposals for our 

city. 

 

After many years of crushing austerity, imposed by Conservative and 

Liberal Democrat national governments, these new funds could be used 

in creative, innovative ways to improve both the city itself, and the lives 

of our residents and people who work here, but the response from the 

administration is to continue as before.  

 

Many people will be thinking the obvious: that the Liberal Democrats in 

Hull may be in charge, but they are not in power. 

 

Hull Labour Group’s amendments are a sincere gift to the Liberal 

Democrats - against the backdrop of real-life experiences negatively 

affecting our city - proposing common sense, practical, and affordable 

solutions, which would make a huge difference to the lives of the people 

of Hull. 

 

We commend this budget amendment. 


