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Appendix 2c 

 

Schools, Pupils and their Characteristics January 2016  
DfE publication 28th June 2016 based on the January 2016 School Census 

 

 
Purpose of the Paper 
 
To provide information on the profile of the city’s school population within the 
context of England level data for all schools - including regional, sub-regional 
and statistical neighbour comparisons where appropriate. 
 
Background  
 
Each year the DfE publishes a statistical first release (SFR) providing numbers 
of schools and pupils in schools in England using data from the corresponding 
January School Census. Breakdowns are given for school types as well as for 
pupil characteristics including free school meal eligibility, English as an 
Additional Language, ethnicity and special educational needs (SEN).  
 
Detail 
 

Pupil numbers 
 

Between January 2015 and January 2016 the numbers of pupils in England 
schools increased by some 121 000 pupils. Growth in the numbers of pupils in 
primary schools accounted for the largest slice of the increase nationally. 
 

• Locally, numbers changed slightly across the same timeframe – from 38 
667 to 38 784. 

 
Free School Meals Eligibility 

 
In January 2016, across England, some 14.3 % of pupils were eligible for and 
claiming free school meals. This is the lowest proportion for any year since 
2001, when the DfE began collecting pupil level information.  This measure has 
firm links to the number of benefit claimants and the labour market.  
 

• In the city, recent decreases across primary and secondary schools have 
been greater than those seen nationally and across statistical 
neighbours.  

 
The table below, (Table 1), provides comparative data.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

2 

 Table 1. Free School Meals Eligibility 
 

 City Englan
d 

SNA* Regio
n 

ERYC 

Primary 22.2%  14.5% 20.9
% 

15.7
% 

11.6% 

Seconda
ry 

23.1%  13.2% 19.4
% 

14.5
% 

10.0% 

 
*Statistical Neighbour average 

 

Ethnic Group 
 

The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic origins in schools across England 
has been rising steadily since 2006. More recently, in the primary phase, 
between January 2015 and January 2016 the percentage increased from 30.4 
to 31.4%, in the secondary phase – from 26.6 to 27.9%. 
 
In the city, the proportion of minority ethnic pupils in the primary phase has 
increased from 7% in 2007 to 19% in 2016, in the secondary phase - from 8% to 
14%.  
 
Table 2, below, presents summary comparative data. The broad (DfE) 
categories of White, Mixed, Asian, Black and Chinese mask a rich underlying 
dataset. The additional ‘sub-white’ categories of White British and Any Other 
White Background have been included intentionally to illustrate the proportion of 
pupils of Any Other White Background in the city – these discrete populations 
are normally masked by the broader White category. 
 
Table 2. Ethnic Group 
 

 
 

All figures are percentages 
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First Language 
 
Nationally, between 2015 and 2016, there was an increase of 0.7% in the 
incidence of pupils with English as an Additional Language across both primary 
and secondary phases of learning.  
 
It is important to understand that these increases are seen to be representative 
of a higher incidence of births as opposed to the impact of immigration. In other 
words - pupils now in schools that were born to non-UK born women.  
 
Additionally, it does not follow that a child or young person’s ethnic heritage 
correlates directly with his or her first or ‘home’ language (sometimes referred to 
as ‘mother tongue’). A pupil may identify him or herself as being of Chinese 
ethnic heritage, for example, but may speak English as a first language.  
 
Table 3, below presents summary comparative data across all phases of 
learning.  
 
Table 3. First Language 

 
All figures are percentages 

 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
 
At England level, the proportion of pupils with special educational needs, 
January 2016, was 14.4% - split between:  

• pupils with statements/education, health and care plans (2.8%) and  

• pupils in receipt of SEN support (11.6%). 
 
Nationally, the percentage of pupils with SEN has been in decline since 2010 – 
principally in the SEN support group. Table 4, below, provides some 
comparative data.  
 
Table 4. Special Educational Needs 

 
All figures are percentages 
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For pupils in receipt of SEN support or with a statement /education, health and 
care plan, a primary need is collected. 
 
Across England the most commonly identified primary need of pupils:  
 

• with a statement/education heath care plan is autism – 25.9% 

• in receipt of SEN support is moderate learning difficulty – 24.2% 
 

Locally, the most dominant primary need amongst pupils with a statement/ 
education, health and care plan is also autism. However, amongst pupils in 
receipt of SEN support the most common primary need is speech, language 
and communication needs.  
 

 
The visual to the left shows the 
city’s distribution of primary need 
for the two discrete groups of 
pupils with special educational 
needs.  The top line of each pair 
of lines refers to 
statements/plans. 
 
A table containing a full 
description of the codes used is 
pasted at the end of this paper, 
below.  
 

Further deviation from the national profile of primary need is seen when this 
level of data is considered separately for primary and secondary schools.  
 

 
Cross Border Movement 

 
Primary  
At January 2016 the city had 22 850 primary school pupils residing within its 
boundary, 96% of whom attended a school in the city (home-grown).  
In addition: 

• 981 city residents attended schools outside of the city boundary – 
4.3% (exports) 

• 282 non-city residents attended schools in the city – 1.3% (imports) 
 
The overall city primary school population at January 2016 was 22 151. 
 
Secondary 
At January 2016 the city had 12 935 secondary school pupils residing within 
its boundary, 88% of whom attended a school in the city (home-grown). 
In addition: 

• 1500 city residents attended schools outside of the city boundary – 
11.6% (exports) 
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• 500 non-city residents attended schools in the city – 4.2% (imports) 
 
The overall city secondary school population at January 2016 was – 11 935 
 
Special 
At January 2016 the city had 503 social school pupils residing within its 
boundary, 95.6% of whom attended a school in the city (home-grown). 
 
In addition: 

• 22 city residents attended schools outside of the city boundary – 4.4% 
(exports) 

• 50 non-city residents attended schools in the city – 9.4% (imports) 
 
The overall city special school population at January 2016 was – 531 
 
Overall, at January, there were 36 110 children and young people of school 
age residing in the city and an overall school population of 34 422. 
 
Looking at these notional ‘imports’ and ‘exports’ by national curriculum year 
group reveals some differences: 
 

 
 

All figures are percentages 
 
 
 

 Contact Officer:  Jon Ashbridge 
 Telephone No. : 01482616038 
 
 
Code/Primary Need 
SLD - Specific Learning Difficulty  
MLD - Moderate Learning Difficulty  
SLD - Severe Learning Difficulty  
PMLD - Profound & Multiple Learning Difficulty  
SEMH - Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
SLCN - Speech, Language and Communications Needs  
HI - Hearing Impairment  
VI - Visual Impairment  
MSI - Multi-Sensory Impairment  
PD - Physical Disability  
ASD - Autistic Spectrum Disorder  
OTH - Other Difficulty/Disability  
NSA - SEN support but no specialist assessment of type of need 


