OFFICIAL

Notice of Motion
Motion to be moved by Councillor Wareing:

Council recognises that this City has a proud tradition of standing up for human
rights as a "City of Sanctuary".

Given the gravity of the events in Venezuela, which include the bombing of facilities
in Caracas and confirmation by the US government of the capture and kidnapping of
President Nicolas Maduro, this Council declares:

Condemnation of military intervention: We denounce this action as a flagrant
violation of the Charter of the United Nations and the fundamental principles of
international law. The use of military force and the incursion into the territory of a
sovereign nation constitute an unacceptable act of war that jeopardises the peace
and stability of the entire region.

Defence of sovereignty and self-determination: In line with our historic position of
defending the autonomy of peoples and supporting the statements issued by the
governments of the region demanding unrestricted respect for Venezuelan
sovereignty, we reject any attempt at regime change by force or through foreign
interference. The fate of Venezuela must be decided exclusively by the Venezuelan
people through democratic and peaceful mechanisms, without imperial tutelage.

Demand for human guarantees: We join the immediate international demand for
proof of life, respect for physical integrity, and the release of President Nicolas
Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, as well as any other citizens detained in this illegal
operation. Their current status must be made transparent to the international
community without delay.

Call for peace and dialogue: We condemn violence and urge a return to diplomatic
channels. South America is a region of peace and must remain so, Latin America
should not be dragged into a military conflict for geopolitical interests that do not
represent the people of the region.

We ask the Chief Executive to make the Prime Minister aware of the Council's views
on this issue.

Sources:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpdyvn176lzo

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-1
http://news.un.org/en/story/2026/01/1166700
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