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Council 
 

19th March, 2026 
 

PRESENT:- 

Councillor Payne, Lord Mayor, in the Chair. 
Councillor Coward, Deputy Lord Mayor (D. C.); 
Councillors Beeson, Belcher, Bridges, Burton, Byrne, Cahill, Chambers, 
A. Collinson, M. Collinson, Conner, Dad, Dearing, Dolman, Drake-Davis, 
Fudge, Gardiner, Grozav, Haines, Hale, Harper, Harrison, Hatcher, 
Healand, Henry, Herrera-Richmond, Hofman, Ieronimo, Jepmond, 
Kassim, Keal, Kemp, Kennett, McCobb, McMurray, K. Neal, T. Neal, 
Nicola, North, Preston, Pritchard, Quinn, Robinson, Ross, Singh, Smith, 
A. Thompson, D. Thompson, Tock, Wareing, Wilkinson and Wood. 

APOLOGIES:- 

Councillors Matthews, Pantelakis, Petrini and Randall. 
 

Minute 
No.  

Description/Decision  Action 
By/Deadline  

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 

108 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No declarations of interest were made in respect of 
the items that follow below. 
 

Monitoring 
Officer 

109 MINUTES 
 
Agreed – That the minutes of the Meeting of the 
City Council, held on 26th February, 2026, having 
been printed and circulated, and with the 
amendment to minute 99, so that Pauline Thornton 
is recorded as representing Hull Help for Refugees, 
be taken as read and correctly recorded and be 
signed by the Lord Mayor. 
 

Monitoring 
Officer 

110 COMPOSITION OF POLITICAL GROUPS 
 
The Monitoring Officer reported that there had been 
no changes to the composition of the political 
groups within the City Council.  
 
Agreed – That the report be noted. 
 

Monitoring 
Officer 

111 MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES, JOINT 
COMMITTEES AND EXTERNAL BODIES 
 

Monitoring 
Officer 
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The Monitoring Officer reported that there had been 
no changes to the membership of Committees, Joint 
Committees and external bodies.  
 
Agreed – That the report be noted. 
 

NON-EXEMPT ITEMS 

112 PETITIONS 
 
The Monitoring Officer reported that she had not 
received any petitions that needed to be considered 
by the City Council. 
 
Agreed – That the report be noted. 
 

Monitoring 
Officer 

113 LEADER’S STATEMENT 
 
Councillor Ross, the Leader of the City Council, 
began his statement and commented on the Cultural 
Tides Conference; Colliderfest; the ‘Our City’ event; 
the Grand Iftar event at the City Hall; the re-opening 
of the Spurn Lightship; the recent meeting of sports’ 
governing bodies with local sporting clubs; the 
Northern Growth Strategy; the need for the 
Government to show belief in Hull; the distressing 
events in the Middle East, and the memorial garden 
at Chanterlands Crematorium for the victims of 
Legacy Funeral Directors scandal. He also thanked 
those Elected Members who would be retiring at the 
Local Government Elections in May, for their 
service.  
 
Councillor Hale replied to the Leader’s statement, 
and commented on the impending retirement of 
David Bell, Executive Director Corporate Resources; 
Councillors Matthews, Petrini and Wilkinson who 
would be retiring at the Local Government Elections 
in May; the need for Elected members to represent 
all groups in the City; the ongoing conflict in the 
Middle East; the Northern Growth Strategy, and the 
Combined Authority Mayor and the Reform Party’s 
agenda for the City. 
 
Councillor Wareing replied to the Leader’s 
statement, and commented on the war in Iran; the 
Gorton and Denton Parliamentary By-election; the 
potential sale of KCOM; the Colliderfest event; 
Robert Aramayo’s recent BAFTA success, and the 
Combined Authority’s Scrutiny function. He also 
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thanked those Elected Members, who would be 
retiring at the Local Government Elections in May, 
for their service.   
 
Agreed – That the Leader’s Statement, and the 
responses to that statement, be noted. 
 

114 QUESTIONS (WITH WRITTEN NOTICE) TO THE 
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL, MEMBERS OF THE 
CABINET, CHAIRS OF COMMITTEES AND 
OTHERS 
 
Councillor Coward asked if the Portfolio Holder 
for Children's Services could explain to the 
Chamber the latest changes in Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
funding and what impact this will have on 
provision in the City? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Children's Services replied  
that the Government had recently set out its plans to 
reform Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
(SEND) in a national White Paper. However, that 
paper had been severely delayed and has had an 
impact on our ability to plan services in the City. 
While those proposals were still being consulted on 
and full details were not yet available, they did set 
out a clear direction for changing SEND provision 
over the coming years. However, there appeared to 
be lack of detail about how the Council was to 
manage in the meantime. The proposals included 
changes to funding, the Government says aimed at 
improving inclusion in mainstream schools; 
increasing access to specialist professionals such 
as educational psychologists and therapists; 
expanding support through family hubs, and helping 
councils modernise and improve their SEND 
systems. She welcomed this focus on early support 
and inclusion, which had the potential to improve 
outcomes for children and young people across the 
City. However, she felt that this was too late and 
might not lead to all the outcomes that were needed. 
In Hull, we were already developing its local SEND 
services and ensuring that children and families 
received the right support as early as possible. That 
was being done in the expectation that Government 
delivered their end of the detail on time. At the same 
time, the Council was managing financial pressures 
within the system. The Government had recognised 
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those challenges and had announced support to 
help Councils address SEND deficits, covering the 
majority of existing shortfalls where improvement 
plans were in place. However, it was not covering all 
the costs. There was still a noticeable amount of 
cash that was needed to be invested from this 
Council. Demand for SEND support was increasing 
in Hull and we were seeing that reflected locally. 
That presented challenges, but it also highlighted 
that more families were coming forward and 
accessing the support their children needed. The 
combination of national investment and local 
improvement work gave a strong foundation to 
continue improving SEND provision and outcomes 
for children and young people in the City. 
 
Councillor Herrera-Richmond asked if the Chair 
of the Economy and Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Commission could inform Members 
why the paper outlining the options for the 
replacement of Victoria Pier had not been 
considered by her Commission? 
 
The Chair of the Economy and Environment 
Overview and Scrutiny Commission replied, to be 
clear, this wasn’t her commission, it’s our 
commission which all Members take a responsibility 
to place things on the agenda should they wish. So 
far, there had been no request from any member of 
the Commission for it to be placed on the agenda. 
There was a motion on this issue later today, but 
she would be more than happy to ensure the issue 
is placed on a future agenda. She would have liked 
to have seen the options paper come to the 
Commission. As the Chamber knew it had been a 
bit of an uphill battle at times this year to get items 
on the Commission’s agenda. It had sometimes felt 
like a lack of willingness and enthusiasm from some 
Senior Officers and senior leaders to engage with 
the Commission. She said this mainly, so it didn’t 
happen again. It was extremely frustrating. She 
urged the next Chair of the Economy and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Commission, 
and the other Commissions to be wary of the kind of 
lack of enthusiasm of senior leaders to engage with 
the Commissions when requested. The Commission 
had offered options. There was the opportunity to do 
things in other ways, such as informal meetings; 
circulate things off agenda, and exclude the Press 
and Public. All of those were offered, but none were 
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taken up. The Council was a member led 
organisation. When Members asked for something, 
there was a good reason for it. For something so 
important as this, she thought it should have been 
considered by the relevant Scrutiny Commission 
before Council, with a full set of options, so it had 
that time to allow Members to properly consider it. 
All Scrutiny Commissions had a voice and wanted to 
be listened to. She urged all in the Chamber, 
whether they were a backbencher; Officer, or 
Leader, to consider what she was saying, so 
Scrutiny Commissions were engaged with and 
listened to.   
 
Councillor Henry asked if the Portfolio Holder 
for Culture and Leisure would explain the 
‘Colliderfest’ event to the Chamber and the 
positive impact events like that could have on 
the young people in Hull? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Culture and Leisure replied  
Colliderfest was Hull’s growing science and arts 
festival, which returned this month as a four-day 
event where science and art come together across 
the City Centre, other parts of the City and on the 
University of Hull campus. During the week, there 
were educational events for schools. At the 
weekend, families and young people enjoyed 
interactive exhibits, workshops, shows and hands-
on activities. The programme included everything 
from light experiments at The Deep to coding 
workshops, science activities and live performances 
across venues like the Museums Quarter, Princes 
Quay and St. Matthew’s Church. Colliderfest was a 
joint enterprise between the likes of Hull Museums, 
The Deep, Hull City Council, with the University of 
Hull taking the lead. The vast majority of activities 
were free so everyone could take part. The festival 
helped young people by sparking curiosity, building 
confidence and showing them different career paths 
in science, technology, arts and more. It also 
showed how science and creativity connected and 
were part of everyday life. By turning the City into a 
place of discovery, Colliderfest helped inspire young 
people, and supported Hull’s reputation as a great 
place to learn and grow. The full impact would be 
shared once the evaluation was complete. 
 
Councillor Hale asked if the Chair of the West 
Central Area Committee could update Members 
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on the consultation that had taken place 
between the Cabinet and the West Central Area 
Committee on the proposals for the demolition 
of Victoria Pier? 
 
The Chair of the West Central Area Committee 
replied, in brief, there had been none. With a proviso 
that once something was happening, Members of 
the St. Andrew’s and Docklands Ward complained 
and were given the eight options under 
consideration, which were more options than were 
given to the public. He went back and looked at the 
minutes of the former West Area Committee, as well 
as the newly formed Riverside Area Committee, and 
there had been no substantive consultation on that 
issue. It was indicative of the lack of meaningful 
consultation with Members, before decisions were 
so far down the line that it was very hard to amend 
or stop them in some cases. He didn’t really want 
this to be stopped, as Hull deserved a new pier. As 
he would be saying in the motion following later in 
the meeting, it had to reflect what it could be used 
for and what real people thought. It should go 
through the process of decision making as it should 
be and not just what was convenient. That process 
eked out difficulties and potential and should be 
seen in that light, rather than as an obstacle to 
getting to a decision. He would be asking that the 
issue was included on the agenda of the next 
meeting of the West Central Area Committee for 
further discussion.   
 
Councillor Coward asked if the Portfolio Holder 
for Communities and Community Safety could, 
after thanking the Portfolio Holder for the 
exceptional funding for housing for those 
recovering from domestic abuse, a fund that 
sadly had to exist even though it shouldn’t, 
explain to the Chamber why this fund was 
needed and what it would mean for survivors? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Communities and 
Community Safety replied from the 1st April, 2026, 
there would be a three year plan to allocate nearly 
£2m to a commissioned service for Domestic Abuse 
Accommodation based support and Outreach 
support for Adults and their Children. This would be 
provided by Hull Women’s Aid and Time to Listen. 
The services were in Lot 1 - a 14-bed refuge for 
women and children (up to 12 months); outreach 
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support (up to 6 months) for women and children in 
their own homes or temporary housing, and support 
for children and young people (0–18) affected by 
domestic abuse, in refuge or at home. In Lot 2 -  
Therapeutic support for children and families (0–18), 
delivered by specialist therapists, and family support 
and advocacy through recovery programmes (with 
Council services). He gave a heartfelt thank you to 
all of those that championed ending all domestic 
violence and to those who work tirelessly to support 
victims. 
 
Councillor McMurray asked the Chair of the 
West Central Area Committee, as the inner city 
of Hull, including the Central Ward, was 
experiencing an epidemic of drug-related 
problems, he strongly believed that the way the 
Council currently commissioned drug services 
and supported accommodation was 
exacerbating this issue, which he had previously 
raised, along with the issue of child grooming 
for drug distribution and county lines activity, at 
the former West Area Committee, which, 
unfortunately, appeared to have fallen on deaf 
ears, and ha had also asked the Leader of the 
City Council to meet with Central Ward 
Councillors to discuss those concerns, but 
received no response, if he would demonstrate 
that the West Central Area Committee would use 
all available resources and take this issue 
seriously? 
 
The Chair of the West Central Area Committee 
replied that he had concerns with all the issues 
implied here. There had been a rise in the use of 
children for the distribution of drugs in the City. He 
had received a lot of information from the Assistant 
Director and Chair of Safer Hull. With that, he 
looked forward to working with her Team; local 
Councillors, and others on a regular basis. He would 
ensure that the matter would be placed on the 
agenda of the new Riverside Area Committee. 
However, he was concerned, that for such an 
important issue, Ward Councillors could not get a 
meaningful response form the leadership of the 
Administration. He said leadership, as he did not 
think it was down to the Leader or a single Portfolio 
Holder. The Council had to look at the broader 
picture which affected the Council in dealing with 
this issue to help the people of the City. For 
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instance, he did not know how it fed into any Local 
Plan, such as the number of houses in multiple 
occupation and how many houses organisations 
were allowed to use for assisted living. This was a 
much broader issue. The whole of the Executive 
needed to be involved. Elected Members and 
members of the public expected no less.    
 
Councillor Kemp asked if the Portfolio Holder for 
Environment could inform the Chamber of what 
the Council could do about addressing poor air 
quality? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Environment replied that he 
was happy to say that the air quality objectives set 
by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra) have been met in Hull for the last six 
years and had shown ongoing improvement in key 
areas. Those were minimum standards. It was very 
important though, that the Council did not become 
complacent about improving air quality even further. 
Part of the Council’s commitment to Defra included 
the fact that the Council had a strategy in place 
which sought to put together action plans which 
would drive further improvements. There was an 
annual update to Cabinet which was going through 
the process currently which highlighted the current 
initiatives to continue the improvements on an 
ongoing basis. This improvement would be because 
of both national and local efforts. Local 
developments like the Electric Vehicle Charging 
Strategy; establishment of a smoke control area, 
and improvements to the road infrastructure within 
Hull, reducing congestion, would all have an impact, 
and indeed had had an impact. However, seeing 
electric rail lines in Hull and moving forward with the 
decarbonisation of buildings and homes would have 
further impact. He was looking to refreshing the 
Council’s Air Quality Strategy in the coming year, for 
the first time in 10 years. That would involve the 
setting up of a Board which would oversee air 
quality initiatives taking place within the Council and 
pull together an action plan for measuring 
success. One particular area the Council would be 
looking at was how it could use its four new 
monitoring units. Those had recently been 
commissioned and would supplement the existing 
network of 70 nitrogen dioxide diffusion tubes, and 
could be deployed around the City. There was also 
the DEFRA automatic urban and rural network 
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monitoring sites which were set up at two locations 
within the City. As improvements were shown in 
some areas, other areas may become more of a 
concern. The Council had the equipment and 
capability to monitor in a more sophisticated way 
than before. He continued to make air quality a top 
priority for the Council. 
 
Councillor Harper asked if the Portfolio Holder 
for Children's Services was aware of reported 
plans by Horizon Academy Trust to close the 
school kitchen at Cleeve Primary, in 
Bransholme; the detrimental impact that would 
have on the quality of children's lunch provision, 
children's learning, and on local staff jobs, and 
would join him in supporting the GMB Union's 
campaign to prevent that closure? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Children's Services replied,  
to be clear, this was an Academy Trust and not the 
Council. However, she was aware of the concerns 
that had been raised regarding catering 
arrangements at Cleeve Primary School. Horizon 
Academy Trust has said that no school kitchens 
were closing. Instead, they were introducing 
changes to how meals were prepared and delivered. 
The kitchen would continue to operate, but was 
changing its model of operation. The Trust had 
confirmed that the kitchens would remain open; 
catering staff would continue to be based in schools, 
and there had been no redundancies. Staff who 
wished to remain had either stayed in their roles or 
been redeployed. Those choosing voluntary 
redundancy were being supported. The Trust had 
stated that food would continue to be hot, fresh and 
nutritious. Early feedback from schools already 
using that system has been positive, the Council 
has been told. She would ask Officers to update her 
on the changes the Academy Trust was making. If 
needed, she could make Councillor Harper’s views 
clear to them on this issue. 
 
Councillor Keal asked if the Portfolio Holder for 
Culture and Leisure, as the Cultural Tides 
Conference took place last Friday and had an 
exciting agenda including discussions on the 
Council’s UNESCO Music City Plan, could detail 
to the Chamber what happened at the 
Conference and the benefits the City would now 
see as a result? 
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The Portfolio Holder for Culture and Leisure replied  
that the Cultural Tides conference was an excellent 
event and delivered a huge development 
opportunity for the Council and partners who worked 
in this area. The conference brought together 
people from all over the country, from culture, 
music, education and heritage, to discuss how Hull 
could grow its international cultural role. It was an 
area the City was fast growing a deserved 
reputation for doing culture well in. The day began 
with a session on Hull joining the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) Learning Cities Network, and what that 
meant for skills, learning and working with other 
cities around the world. There was also a discussion 
on heritage and how it helped shape communities, 
support regeneration, and build local identity. Later 
sessions looked at the impact of AI on culture and 
heritage, including how it could be used in a safe 
and responsible way. Breakout groups gave people 
the chance to share ideas, including how to support 
Hull’s bid to become a UNESCO City of Music by 
improving data and evidence. The conference 
ended with a look ahead to future events, including 
the Music Cities Convention in June. Overall, the 
event helped bring partners together, set shared 
priorities, and supported Hull’s cultural development. 
He thanked partners and Officers for bringing it 
together.  
 

Councillor Harrison asked if the Portfolio Holder 
for Children's Services welcomed the recently-
announced extension of government-funded 
free school breakfast club provision to more 
primary schools in Hull, including Biggin Hill 
Primary School in the North Carr Ward, and the 
contribution that would make to driving down 
child poverty in Hull? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Children's Services replied  
that she welcomed the 17 additional schools in the 
City, including Biggin Hill Primary School, offering 
free Breakfast Clubs. With the addition of those it 
brought 33 schools into that programme. She 
thanked Officers in Finance and Children’s Services 
who were working hard to roll this out. She would 
also welcome any move from this Labour 
Government to actually fix child poverty in this City. 
More action to address the cost of living and giving 
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schools proper funding, so staff weren’t using their 
salaries to buy stationery for their classes, would be 
actions the Government could take. Whilst she 
welcomed the Breakfast Clubs, you could not ignore 
the fact the Government was failing children as 
there was so much more that could be done.  
 

Councillor Cahill asked if the Portfolio Holder for 
Transport and Infrastructure, as the budget last 
month contained a line about additional funding 
for the Liberal Democrat scheme of Love Your 
Neighbourhood, but to carry out works on 
pavements and road improvements, further 
detail what that fund could be used for and why 
it was necessary? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Transport and Infrastructure 
replied that this development underlined the 
success of the Love Your Neighbourhood Scheme 
this Administration brought in. It showed the Liberal 
Democrats commitment to addressing the concerns 
residents had about the appearance of their 
neighbourhoods. When patch walks were carried 
out to assess the works that were needed in an 
area, they often resulted in noticing damage or 
decay to items like pavement surfaces, drain covers, 
kerbs etc. However, the rules from the Department 
for Transport were very specific about what the 
Council could spend that funding on. Therefore, the 
Liberal Democrats took the decision in their budget 
to create this additional fund which allowed teams to 
make minor repairs to the areas whilst the Love 
Your Neighbourhood Team was on site. That meant 
that residents would be able to see and feel a 
complete upgrade to an area, rather than having to 
leave behind damaged road surfaces as the funding 
wouldn’t allow. It was another positive to come from 
that Liberal Democrat scheme. 
 
Councillor Wilkinson asked if the Leader of the 
Majority Opposition Group could give his views 
on the fact that the Conservative-run East Riding 
of Yorkshire Council was currently building 
more Council homes, with a smaller Housing 
Revenue Account, than was currently the case 
at Liberal Democrat-run Hull City Council? 
 
The Leader of the Majority Opposition Group replied 
that he would say, from a philosophical point of 
view, he would support any Council anywhere 
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building Council homes/social housing. It would be 
affordable, well maintained and the right thing to do. 
He would also welcome any proposals from the 
Council to accelerate its building programme for 
Council housing. He had raised with the Chief 
Officer, along with Councillor Wood, the lack of 
joined up working in the Council’s approach. The 
long standing proposals to demolish Boothferry 
Flats, that the Labour Group had signed off in 2021,  
had still not been fulfilled. They had still not been 
demolished. Councillor Wood had been given an 
assurance that Henson Villas would be demolished. 
They had not been. Rossett House was also up for 
demolition. What annoyed and frustrated him was 
not that there were plans to demolish and remove 
housing, but the planning for the replacement only 
seemed to start after the demolition. In the real 
world you would have ‘twin track’ the proposals. You 
would have your design plans and consultation 
ready at the same time as you had the demolition so 
that effectively you didn’t just demolish, but had the 
plans ready to roll out. You couldn’t talk about there 
being a housing crisis in the City, when you were 
part of the problem, not the solution. So, lets 
accelerate Council house building in Hull and 
acquire more and more dwellings. It was a proposal 
in Labour’s budget, knocked back by the 
Administration, to accelerate the purchasing of 
former ‘right-to-buy’ properties on Council estates. It 
was an outrage that Henson Villas was sat there 
years later. It was an outrage that Boothferry Flats 
had not come down. The Council needed a plan to 
do something about that. 
 
Councillor A. Collinson thanked the Portfolio 
Holder for Transport and Infrastructure for the 
recent decision to invest in the road access and 
parking facilities at Lindsey Place in Boothferry 
Ward, and could he explain what the plan was 
for the area around Lindsey Place and what this 
would mean for residents that lived there? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Transport and Infrastructure 
replied that the project was to consist of 
reconstructing the existing concrete car park 
adjacent to the tower block on Lindsey Place, and 
widening the existing carriageway around the tower 
block to improve access arrangements for larger 
vehicles. Works were to include the renewal of 
surfaces, kerbs, drainage systems and ironworks to 
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ensure a smooth and even surface was provided for 
its users. That would provide better pedestrian 
crossing facilities, and an upgraded car park for 
users of the area. He believed this meant that 
Councillor A. Collinson’s residents would have a 
nicer area outside their homes making it easier and 
safer to move around outside. 
 
Councillor A. Thompson asked the Portfolio 
Holder for Transport and Infrastructure, 
residents on Lorenzo Way, in the Southcoates 
Ward, were promised that faded road markings 
on their street would be repainted recently, 
however, she had been informed that the 
contractor engaged by the Council had simply 
failed to carry this work out, while those works 
had now taken place, far later than promised, if 
he could update Members on what steps the 
Council takes to ensure completion of works by 
third-party contractors, and provide any 
available data on the number of non-completion 
of works by third-party contractors in the year to 
date? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Transport and Infrastructure 
replied that like Councillor A. Thompson, he was 
pleased that the works were now complete. 
Obviously, there were many circumstances as to 
why painting might not be done when originally 
scheduled, often factors outside of the contractors 
control, such as the weather conditions. Currently 
there were nine-line painting projects awaiting 
completion, which were being monitored by Officers.  
The Council had established a process to monitor 
works carried out by third-parties. 
 
Councillor Burton asked if the Portfolio Holder 
for Transport and Infrastructure could lay out 
the steps of the works that would be seen on 
Freetown Way over the coming months? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Transport and Infrastructure 
replied that he knew getting that scheme underway 
was something many Members in the Chamber 
were keen to see happen. While there had been 
issues getting to this point, he was pleased to say 
that work was about to commence. The project was 
split into some early works that would take place in 
the next few weeks and then the full scheme that 
would follow. Some of the early works included 
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removing the existing cycle wands. Utility surveys 
would also take place to check the location and 
condition of underground services and help avoid 
issues later. From late May, subject to agreement 
with the contractor, work would begin on widening 
footways, starting in the East and moving West. 
That would include excavation; kerb changes; new 
surfacing, and infrastructure upgrades. Traffic would 
remain open along Freetown Way for most of the 
works, but there would be temporary closures of 
side roads at junctions. Those were needed to 
upgrade crossings, kerbs and signals. Each closure 
would last a few weeks and would be phased to 
reduce disruption. 
 
Councillor A. Thompson asked the Portfolio 
Holder for Transport and Infrastructure, 
Southcoates Ward Councillors had repeatedly 
raised and campaigned on the issue of parking 
without permits, and on double yellow lines in 
their area, yet residents were still telling them 
they were not seeing a real increase in 
enforcement on the ground, therefore, what 
steps was he taking to increase parking 
enforcement in Southcoates Ward, given that 
residents are continually asking for more regular 
patrols by Parking Wardens? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Transport and Infrastructure 
replied that from 1st April, 2025, to 13th March, 2026, 
there had been 1,612 visits and 349 Penalty Charge 
Notices issued. Parking was regularly patrolling the 
Southcoates Ward as part of the city-wide agreed 
parking beat rota. If there were areas Councillor A. 
Thompson felt need particular attention, she should 
let him know. 
 
Councillor Beeson asked if the Deputy Leader of 
the City Council would give a commitment to 
preserving the future of the Avenues Centre in 
the Avenue Ward, and what were the plans for 
the Centre? 
 
The Deputy Leader of the City Council replied that 
she fully understood and respected the views of the 
local community. She would ensure that 
consultations with the community and Councillors 
would continue to happen. At the heart of any 
decision made as to who and what operated in the 
centre, would be the feedback from the local 
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community about its vision. A report to Cabinet 
about options to develop this as a thriving hub in 
that community, was due by the end of March. That 
involved having key Council services in the Avenues 
Centre as well as community groups. 
 
Councillor McMurray asked if the Chair of the 
West Central Area Committee, an area with very 
high levels of private rented accommodation, 
would join him in welcoming the upcoming 
implementation of the Renters' Rights Act on 1st 
May, and did he further look forward to seeing 
the abolition of the unjust Section 21 evictions, 
and the end to the victimisation of many private 
tenants in Hull that this will bring? 
 
The Chair of the West Central Area Committee 
replied that it had hugh implications for the City. In 
Hull there were approximately 27,500 households 
that rented privately. That was 29.3% of the total of 
households in the City. Members may be surprised 
to know that some of the Wards with the highest 
rates of private renting were Beverley and Newland; 
Avenue, and Central. The Renters’ Rights Act 
abolished Section 21 evictions. That had been 
mainly used by some unscrupulous landlords to 
threaten tenants to not report issues with their 
accommodation. He had come across great 
landlords who had not done that. However, all too 
many had used Section 21. For instance when 
damp was reported, it was easier to get rid of the 
tenant rather than deal with the problem, and then 
get a new tenant in. Those were relatively poor 
tenants who could not just make challenges through 
legal processes. The Renters’ Rights Act also dealt 
specifically with damp in properties with new 
regulations and what private landlords had to do to 
deal with mould. That was named after a two year 
old, Awaab Ishak, who died in 2020 from a lung 
condition caused by mould in his house. However, 
the Act did give extra powers to the Council to 
implement some of the regulations around some 
tenancies; a ban on requiring more than one 
month’s rent in advance; discrimination against 
tenants with children; tenants who received benefits, 
which was particularly important in this City; the 
limitation to one rent increase a year; that two 
months’ notice were required for that increase to 
happen, and for tenants to be able to request to 
keep a pet were reasonable. The Act also created 
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an Ombudsman and a data base to monitor 
compliance. 
 
Councillor Randall asked if the Portfolio Holder 
for Economic Renewal, Housing and 
Organisational Development could, having 
noticed last month a decision record for new 
Council homes, detail what that funding would 
be used to do and how that would address 
Council housing shortages in Hull? 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Economic Renewal, 
Housing and Organisational Development replied  
that the Council continued to move at pace to 
deliver new Council homes in the City. The decision 
record published last month, in respect of 42 new 
build Council homes across three sites, represented 
the latest milestone within the Council's Housing 
Growth Plan. That aimed to deliver 840 new Council 
homes to 2031, with over 200 of those already 
complete or on site. That was an exciting project, 
not only because it brought in another 42 much 
needed Council homes, which responded to housing 
need and assisted households facing 
homelessness, but because it also developed out 
disused parcels of land and utilised modern 
methods of construction which would help future 
Council housing delivery to become more efficient. 
 
Agreed – That the questions and answers be 
received. 
 

115 PAY POLICY STATEMENT FOR SENIOR 
OFFICERS 2026/27 
 
The Executive Director of Corporate Resources 
submitted a report which sought approval to 
implement and publicise the Pay Policy Statement 
for Senior Officers 2026/27 in accordance with 
Section 38 of the Localism Act, 2011. The 
Statement itself was attached as Appendix One of 
the report. 
 
Moved by Councillor Drake-Davis and seconded 
by Councillor Dolman: 
 
That the Pay Policy Statement for Senior Officers 
2026/27, be approved for implementation and 
publication. 

Executive 
Director of 
Corporate 
Resources 
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Motion carried. 
 

116 REVIEW OF WINNER TRADING LIMITED 
 
The Executive Director Housing and Communities 
submitted a report which explained that it was an 
update to a report presented to the Audit Committee 
in June, 2025, following a motion that was agreed at 
Full Council on 20th March, 2025. The Audit 
Committee received an updated report in 
December, 2025, and subsequently agreed that this 
report should be tabled at March Full Council. The 
Council had commissioned three dispersed 
accommodation units together with 83 units of 
floating support (around 83 hours per week 
supporting around 23 people) across their 
accommodation in which victims of domestic abuse 
resided. That contract was in place until March, 
2026, and would then end. In addition, Winner 
Trading Ltd. was a provider of accommodation in 
the city to women only and their children. Of some 
178 properties that Winner Trading Ltd. provided to 
tenants, 54 had been registered with the Regulator 
of Social Housing, being properties that they owned. 
The balance of properties were leased by Winner 
Trading Ltd. Around 85 of the properties that Winner 
Trading Ltd. provided to tenants at any one time 
were classified as Supported Exempt 
Accommodation with payments funded through 
enhanced Housing Benefit support. 
 
Floating support for Domestic Abuse was subject to 
a re-tender process which Winner Trading Ltd. 
chose not to engage with. With effect from 1st April, 
2026, new Domestic Abuse Safe Accommodation 
contracts would go live, at which point Winner 
Trading Ltd. would cease to be a contracted and/or 
commissioned partner of the Council. 
 
Moved by Councillor Drake-Davis and seconded 
by Councillor Dolman as an amended motion: 
 

a) That the content of the report be noted, and 
 

b) that the Executive be requested to ensure 
that reviews of the provision, formally 
provided by Winner Trading Ltd., will report to 
the Communities Overview and Scrutiny 

Executive 
Director of 
Housing and 
Communities 
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Commission at a regularity of the 
Commission’s own determination. 

 
Councillors Wilkinson, Bridges and McMurray also 
spoke on the motion. 
 
Councillor Drake-Davis then exercised his right of 
reply on the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 

117 NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
Moved by Councillor Herrera-Richmond and 
seconded by Councillor Hofman: 
 
This Council notes the recent Hull City Council 
announcements re: the Victoria Pier and the 
potential proposed demolition and refurbishments. 
 
This Council further notes that there was no 
engagement with Scrutiny, Ward Members or the 
Area Committee prior to these media 
communications and the announcement of this 
consultation. 
 
This Council remains committed to a full refurbished 
and re-constructed pier, but recognises the public 
concern and interest in this much-loved asset, which 
offered an unrivalled view of the Humber at this 
location.  
 
This Council resolves that the Executive should only 
support the Pier’s demolition when a fully funded 
design plan with milestones and timescales has 
been agreed and both the demolition and rebuild 
costs are fully budgeted for within the Council’s 
Capital Programme, with the agreement and 
consultation of the Planning Committee, the relevant 
Area Committee and with broad local resident’s 
consent. 
 
Sources: 
 
Hull City Council Decision Record 20260202 MP&I-
2026-014 Appendix A Mason Clark Bridge Contract 
Officer Non Key £2m 
 

Leader of the 
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https://cmis.hullcc.gov.uk/CMIS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=TBjO1pjlSmrZBYanhiFsCkphWcj2Y%2fairDchChZFji7mEWonwS9AYA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.hullcc.gov.uk/CMIS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=TBjO1pjlSmrZBYanhiFsCkphWcj2Y%2fairDchChZFji7mEWonwS9AYA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.hullcc.gov.uk/CMIS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=TBjO1pjlSmrZBYanhiFsCkphWcj2Y%2fairDchChZFji7mEWonwS9AYA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
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https://news.hull.gov.uk/02/03/2026/public-to-be-
invited-to-help-shape-future-design-of-victoria-pier/ 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c77ek8rjx3go 
 
Moved by Councillor Ross and seconded by 
Councillor Ieronimo as an amendment: 
 
At the end of the first paragraph, insert “after years 
of failure of previous administrations to invest in 
even basic maintenance to prolong the life of this 
structure” 
 
In the second paragraph, - delete “ was no” and 
insert, (after “that there”) – “were extensive 
investigations carried out by specialist engineers 
(Mason Clark Associates). That this has happened 
ahead of  …”. Then delete “prior to these media 
communications and the announcement of this 
consultation.” 
 
At the end of the third paragraph insert, “needs to be 
balanced with health & safety responsibilities” 
 
In the second line of the final paragraph, delete “has 
been agreed and both the demolition and rebuild 
costs are fully budgeted for within the” and replace 
with “in the”. Delete “with the agreement and 
consultation of” and replace with “in consultation 
with (based on expert engineering advice”. 
 
Councillors Harper, Hale, Wilkinson, Wood, 
McMurray, Haines, Bridges, Jepmond, Nicola, Dad 
and Harrison also spoke on this matter. 
 
Councillor Ross then exercised his right of reply on 
the amendment. 
 
Amendment carried. 
 
Moved by Councillor Ross and seconded by 
Councillor Ieronimo as the substantive motion: 
 
This Council notes the recent Hull City Council 
announcements re: the Victoria Pier and the 
potential proposed demolition and refurbishments 
after years of failure of previous administrations to 
invest in even basic maintenance to prolong the life 
of this structure. 
 

https://news.hull.gov.uk/02/03/2026/public-to-be-invited-to-help-shape-future-design-of-victoria-pier/
https://news.hull.gov.uk/02/03/2026/public-to-be-invited-to-help-shape-future-design-of-victoria-pier/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c77ek8rjx3go
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This Council further notes that there were extensive 
investigations carried out by specialist engineers, 
Mason Clark Associates. That this has happened 
ahead of engagement with Scrutiny, Ward Members 
or the Area Committee. 
 
This Council remains committed to a full refurbished 
and re-constructed pier, but recognises the public 
concern and interest in this much-loved asset, which 
offered an unrivalled view of the Humber at this 
location, needs to be balanced with health and 
safety responsibilities. 
 
This Council resolves that the Executive should only 
support the Pier’s demolition when a fully funded 
design plan with milestones and timescales is in the 
Council’s Capital Programme, in consultation with 
(based on expert engineering advice) the Planning 
Committee, the relevant Area Committee and with 
broad local residents’ consent. 
 
Sources: 
 
Hull City Council Decision Record 20260202 MP&I-
2026-014 Appendix A Mason Clark Bridge Contract 
Officer Non Key £2m 
 
https://news.hull.gov.uk/02/03/2026/public-to-be-
invited-to-help-shape-future-design-of-victoria-pier/ 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c77ek8rjx3go 
 
Substantive motion carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting stood adjourned at 12.05 p.m. and 
reconvened at 12.40 p.m.  
 

 

118 NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
Moved by Councillor A. Thompson and 
seconded by Councillor Wilkinson: 
 
Council notes recent analysis by the RAC, showing 
that the number of drivers seeking help with damage 
caused by potholes in February, 2026, was more 
than three times higher than in February, 2025, 
caused in part by poor drainage, standing water and 

Executive 
Director 
Regeneration 

https://cmis.hullcc.gov.uk/CMIS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=TBjO1pjlSmrZBYanhiFsCkphWcj2Y%2fairDchChZFji7mEWonwS9AYA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.hullcc.gov.uk/CMIS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=TBjO1pjlSmrZBYanhiFsCkphWcj2Y%2fairDchChZFji7mEWonwS9AYA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.hullcc.gov.uk/CMIS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=TBjO1pjlSmrZBYanhiFsCkphWcj2Y%2fairDchChZFji7mEWonwS9AYA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://news.hull.gov.uk/02/03/2026/public-to-be-invited-to-help-shape-future-design-of-victoria-pier/
https://news.hull.gov.uk/02/03/2026/public-to-be-invited-to-help-shape-future-design-of-victoria-pier/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c77ek8rjx3go
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hidden potholes. 
 
Council further notes the Government’s rating of 
local authorities’ performance on highway 
maintenance, published earlier this year, which 
rated Hull City Council’s performance “amber”. 
 
Council acknowledges the extremely poor state of 
some roads in Hull, such as Flinton Grove, which 
has now had to be closed to traffic due to the 
severity of damage to its surface. 
 
Council further acknowledges the inconvenience 
and damage that is caused to residents and their 
vehicles by poorly maintained highways, and the 
impact this has on residents’ ability to travel around 
our City safely and conveniently. 
 
Council welcomes the Government’s announcement 
last Autumn of £7.3 billion of funding across the 
period of 2026-2030 to improve highways 
maintenance, with a total of over £133 million 
allocated to the Hull and East Yorkshire Combined 
Authority, to be passed on to the two constituent 
highways authorities “appropriately”. As in other 
areas of funding, this represents a welcome trend 
towards multi-year funding settlements. 
 
Council resolves to work with the Hull and East 
Yorkshire Combined Authority to ensure that this 
funding is allocated and spent in a way that will 
guarantee the long-term maintenance of Hull’s 
roads and prioritises reopening currently closed 
roads. 
 
Council further resolves to call on the Mayor of Hull 
and East Yorkshire to work proactively and in a 
timely fashion to ensure the allocated funding is 
utilised as effectively as possible and that progress 
is carefully monitored and reported on a quarterly 
basis to Hull City Council’s Cabinet. 
 
Sources: 
 
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-
style/motoring/potholes-cars-driving-rain-britain-
b2934933.html 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-well-is-
your-council-fixing-your-roads 

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/motoring/potholes-cars-driving-rain-britain-b2934933.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/motoring/potholes-cars-driving-rain-britain-b2934933.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/motoring/potholes-cars-driving-rain-britain-b2934933.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-well-is-your-council-fixing-your-roads
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-well-is-your-council-fixing-your-roads
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/highwa
ys-maintenance-funding-allocations/highways-
maintenance-block-formula-allocations-2026-to-
2030 
 
Councillors Hofman, Ieronimo, Smith, Hale, 
Jepmond, Grozav and McMurray also spoke on the 
motion. 
 
Councillor A. Thompson then exercised her right of 
reply on the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 

 DAVID BELL 
 
The Lord Mayor referred to David Bell, Executive 
Director of Corporate Resources, who was attending 
his last Council meeting before retiring from the 
Council. On behalf of the Council, she thanked him 
for his service and wished him all the best in his 
future endeavours. 
 

 

119 NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
Moved by Councillor Bridges and seconded by 
Councillor North as an amended motion: 
 
Council notes: 
 

 The intense media focus on high-profile 
individuals linked to the Epstein files, 
including Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor and 
other political figures.  

 That while such stories dominate headlines, 
violence against women and girls is not rare, 
historic or distant — it is happening every day 
in Hull. 

 The recent work and engagement of 
Councillors on this issue through the scrutiny 
system and the support that Humberside 
Police have given Councillors investigating 
this topic. 
 

That in Hull: 
 

 Domestic abuse consistently accounts for a 
significant proportion of violent crime. 

Executive 
Director 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/highways-maintenance-funding-allocations/highways-maintenance-block-formula-allocations-2026-to-2030
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/highways-maintenance-funding-allocations/highways-maintenance-block-formula-allocations-2026-to-2030
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/highways-maintenance-funding-allocations/highways-maintenance-block-formula-allocations-2026-to-2030
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/highways-maintenance-funding-allocations/highways-maintenance-block-formula-allocations-2026-to-2030
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 Local refuges and support services regularly 
operate at capacity. 

 Women and girls face harassment, coercive 
control, sexual violence and exploitation 
within our communities. 

 Welcomes the Government’s commitment to 
tackling Violence Against Women and Girls 
(VWAG) but agrees with frontline 
organisations analysis that demand still 
outstrips funding. 

 that Hull City Council has greatly increased 
its funding and support to the Domestic 
Abuse Partnership and other organisations to 
better meet the demands the area faces. 
That this is being met by the local taxpayer, 
even though this is a national crisis and 
should be funded through them under their 
flagship strategy of “deploying the full power 
of the state to tackle VWAG. 
 

Council believes: 
 

 That we must not allow national scandal to 
distract from the daily reality facing women 
and girls in Hull. 

 That Violence Against Women and Girls is a 
systemic issue rooted in inequality and 
misogyny — not simply the wrongdoing of 
individual high-profile men. 

 That meaningful progress requires sustained 
funding, prevention, enforcement and local 
leadership. 

 That the largest problem locally is the speed 
(due to resources) of the Police, Crown 
Prosecution Service and wider judiciary 
action times. That a slow judicial system 
often allows for criminals to go unpunished 
and their victims to continue to live in fear, as 
attested to by the Victims’ Commissioner.  
 

Council resolves to: 
 

 Reaffirm Violence Against Women and Girls 
as a strategic priority for Hull. 

 Request an updated report presented to 
Communities Overview and Scrutiny 
Commission detailing: 
 Current local prevalence data. 
 Refuge capacity and unmet demand. 
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 Commissioned VAWG services and 
funding levels. 

 Prevention and education programmes 
across the City. 

 Number of cases currently ‘in the system’ 
and the time cases are taking to process 
(from report to Police action, to the Crown 
Prosecution Service’s decision, to court 
dates). 

 How many cases have been dropped 
after initially being reported due to length 
of time.  

 Write to Government welcoming the ambition 
to halve VAWG, while calling for long-term, 
ring-fenced funding that matches the scale of 
need in cities like Hull 

 
Sources: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5ylk9r336zo 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd70lgywgqqo 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/deploying
-the-full-power-of-the-state-to-tackle-vawg 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-58848113 
https://victimscommissioner.org.uk/news/domestic-
abuse-victims-are-being-failed-by-the-criminal-
justice-system-at-every-stage/ 
 
Councillors T. Neal, Coward, Smith, A. Thompson, 
Dolman, Herrera-Richmond, Burton, M. Collinson 
and Wood also spoke on the amended motion. 
 
Councillor Bridges exercised her right of reply on the 
amended motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 

120 NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
Moved by Councillor Chambers and seconded 
by Councillor Ross as an amended motion: 
 
Council notes with deep concern the recent report 
that ranks Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Trust (HUTH), which manages Hull Royal Infirmary 
and Castle Hill Hospital, as 130 out of 134 trusts in 
the country by NHS England. 
 

Leader of the 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5ylk9r336zo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd70lgywgqqo
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/deploying-the-full-power-of-the-state-to-tackle-vawg
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/deploying-the-full-power-of-the-state-to-tackle-vawg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-58848113
https://victimscommissioner.org.uk/news/domestic-abuse-victims-are-being-failed-by-the-criminal-justice-system-at-every-stage/
https://victimscommissioner.org.uk/news/domestic-abuse-victims-are-being-failed-by-the-criminal-justice-system-at-every-stage/
https://victimscommissioner.org.uk/news/domestic-abuse-victims-are-being-failed-by-the-criminal-justice-system-at-every-stage/
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Council further notes that the Humber Heath 
Partnership (HHP) is failing and requires urgent 
improvement (NHS classification), and Hull 
University Teaching Hospitals (HUTH) is currently 
rated as ‘Requires Improvement’ by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC) – the independent 
regulator of health and social care in England. 
 
Council believes that the reconciliation of 
Conservative and Liberal Democrat health policies, 
that was a major part of the coalition agreement, led 
to the top-down reorganisation of the NHS that the 
then Secretary of State for Health, Andrew Lansley 
MP, had promised to avoid. This huge 
reorganisation phased out 150 Primary Care Trusts, 
10 Strategic Health Authorities and aimed to make 
£20bn cuts to the NHS via so called “efficiency 
savings”. This disastrous policy shift also freed the 
NHS from direct government control, something 
Labour is now having to deal with 16 years later. 
Council recognises that these difficulties are despite 
the herculean efforts of the brilliant NHS health staff 
in Hull, from the City and around the world, who 
strive to provide the first class hospital care despite 
the bureaucratic organisational difficulties they face. 
 
Council notes that the Labour Government 
published their “Fit for the Future” plan in 2025. 
Labour’s Secretary of State for Health has given the 
go ahead to NHS leaders to reform NHS England 
with savings reinvested in frontline care. These 
reforms aim to slash unnecessary bureaucracy and 
raise £1 billion a year by the end of the Parliament 
to improve services for patients as part of the 
Chancellor’s £29 billion record funding boost. 
Patients will experience better care thanks to billions 
of pounds saved from ending duplication and 
slashing bureaucracy across in the NHS. 
 
Therefore, the Council condemns the clear lack of 
funding outlined to deliver this plan or to sustain the 
NHS in Hull. 
 
Council believes that having fully functioning and 
high-quality health care provision is the core of a 
happy and productive society. Failing healthcare 
systems impact on both society and the economy.  
  
Council believes that the residents of Hull deserve 
better than this clear failure and that the buck for 
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such improvements stops with the Labour 
Government. 
  
Council adds its deep concern for health services 
right across the City of Hull, noting:  
 

 Hull has regularly struggled statistically with 
its GP per person ratio, making it hard for 
people to get a doctor's appointment when 
they need one. 
  

 Research showed that half of Hull’s residents 
have failed to get an NHS appointment in 
recent years.  

 

 Accident and Emergency wait times in Hull 
have been the worst in England in the 2020s. 
 

Council therefore requests that the Leader and 
Chief Executive write to the Secretary of State 
calling for a meeting in Hull, as well as immediate 
intervention and funding to fix Hull’s broken health 
service.  
 
Council also requests that this matter be referred to 
the Health and Social Wellbeing Overview and 
Scrutiny Commission to set up an urgent meeting 
with local health leaders to discuss this issue.  
 
Sources: 
 
https://www.thehullstory.com/allarticles/as-bad-as-
its-ever-been-hospitals-in-crisis 
https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-
news/breaking-point-reality-dental-crisis-7615256  
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/health/hull-
hospitals-have-worst-ae-waiting-times-in-england-
3987037 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-61598158 
Health Secretary Andrew Lansley Announces Major 
Health Reforms | Commonwealth Fund 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/P
ublications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117
353 
Redundancy payouts could reach £1bn in NHS 
shake-up | NHS | The Guardian 
187636 
How did Andrew Lansley reorganise health and 
create NHS England? | Health policy | The Guardian 

https://www.thehullstory.com/allarticles/as-bad-as-its-ever-been-hospitals-in-crisis
https://www.thehullstory.com/allarticles/as-bad-as-its-ever-been-hospitals-in-crisis
https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/breaking-point-reality-dental-crisis-7615256
https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/breaking-point-reality-dental-crisis-7615256
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/health/hull-hospitals-have-worst-ae-waiting-times-in-england-3987037
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/health/hull-hospitals-have-worst-ae-waiting-times-in-england-3987037
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/health/hull-hospitals-have-worst-ae-waiting-times-in-england-3987037
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-61598158
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/newsletter-article/health-secretary-andrew-lansley-announces-major-health-reforms
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/newsletter-article/health-secretary-andrew-lansley-announces-major-health-reforms
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117353
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117353
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117353
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/apr/05/redundancy-payouts-could-reach-1bn-in-nhs-shake-up
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/apr/05/redundancy-payouts-could-reach-1bn-in-nhs-shake-up
https://www.bmj.com/bmj/section-pdf/187636?path=/bmj/345/7874/Feature.full.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/mar/14/what-were-the-lansley-reforms-and-how-did-they-create-nhs-england
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/mar/14/what-were-the-lansley-reforms-and-how-did-they-create-nhs-england
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Billions to be redirected back into patient care with 
NHS reform - GOV.UK 
 
Motion carried. 
 

121 NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
Moved by Councillor Dad and seconded by 
Councillor Henry as an amended motion: 
 
Council notes that according to the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, the cost-of-living crisis under 
this government is “acute” and “the highest number 
of families in arrears or holding a loan for essentials 
since we began tracking”. Council further notes, 
“under current plans, hardship is likely to deepen as 
real disposable incomes, after housing costs, are 
projected to fall by £690 by 2030.” 
 
Council notes that Labour Government policy has 
also had a damaging effect on employment, making 
the cost-of-living crisis even worse. “A recent survey 
of retail finance directors showed that half were 
planning to reduce hours and workers as a direct 
result of the employer National Insurance 
Contribution hike.” 
 
Council notes the efforts this Liberal Democrat 
Administration has undertaken to reduce the impact 
on Hull because of the additional funding provided 
by the Labour Government. 
 
Council commends the use of available funding for 
free school meals, warm space funding, school 
uniform grants and much more, provided by 
improved Government funding from the Labour 
Government, but believes ultimately Government 
should be making more of a difference nationally to 
secure long-term funding for these initiatives.   
  
Council therefore calls on the Government to focus 
implement a Cost of Living action plan including:  
 

 Delivering plans to halve energy bills for the 
average household by 2035, with immediate 
support to prevent price rises in reaction to 
the war in Iran. 

Leader of the 
Council 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/billions-to-be-redirected-back-into-patient-care-with-nhs-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/billions-to-be-redirected-back-into-patient-care-with-nhs-reform
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 Reverse the damaging National Insurance 
rise that has harmed health services and 
local businesses. 

 Cutting VAT by 5% for restaurants, pubs, 
entertainment and accommodation venues. 

 Exempting school uniforms from VAT and 
capping the price on branded school uniform 
items. 

 
Council resolves to ask the Leader of the Council to 
write to the Prime Minister and the three Hull MPs to 
express the view of this council, as laid out in the 
motion and congratulate the Labour Government for 
reestablishing multi-year local government 
settlements that take deprivation and local need into 
account. 
 
Sources: 
 
https://www.jrf.org.uk/cost-of-living/jrfs-cost-of-living-
tracker-summer-2025 - 
:~:text=debt%20and%20assets-
,A%20year%20of%20Labour%20but%20no%20pro
gress:%20JRF%27s%20cost%20of,Written%20by:
%20Multiple%20authors 
https://brc.org.uk/news-and-events/news/corporate-
affairs/2025/ungated/labour-costs-will-harm-
employment/ - 
:~:text=A%20recent%20survey%20of%20retail,creat
ion%20at%20this%20crucial%20time.%E2%80%9D 
Local government funding in England | Institute for 
Government 
Tackling deprivation and reversing years of unfair 
council funding - GOV.UK 
Local Government Finance - Hansard - UK 
Parliament 
Formal Report Template 
 
Councillor Wilkinson also spoke on the amended 
motion. 
 
Councillor Dad then exercised her right of reply on 
the amended motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 

 RETIRING MEMBERS 
 
The Lord Mayor referred to Councillors Burton, 

 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/cost-of-living/jrfs-cost-of-living-tracker-summer-2025#:~:text=debt%20and%20assets-,A%20year%20of%20Labour%20but%20no%20progress:%20JRF%27s%20cost%20of,Written%20by:%20Multiple%20authors
https://www.jrf.org.uk/cost-of-living/jrfs-cost-of-living-tracker-summer-2025#:~:text=debt%20and%20assets-,A%20year%20of%20Labour%20but%20no%20progress:%20JRF%27s%20cost%20of,Written%20by:%20Multiple%20authors
https://www.jrf.org.uk/cost-of-living/jrfs-cost-of-living-tracker-summer-2025#:~:text=debt%20and%20assets-,A%20year%20of%20Labour%20but%20no%20progress:%20JRF%27s%20cost%20of,Written%20by:%20Multiple%20authors
https://www.jrf.org.uk/cost-of-living/jrfs-cost-of-living-tracker-summer-2025#:~:text=debt%20and%20assets-,A%20year%20of%20Labour%20but%20no%20progress:%20JRF%27s%20cost%20of,Written%20by:%20Multiple%20authors
https://www.jrf.org.uk/cost-of-living/jrfs-cost-of-living-tracker-summer-2025#:~:text=debt%20and%20assets-,A%20year%20of%20Labour%20but%20no%20progress:%20JRF%27s%20cost%20of,Written%20by:%20Multiple%20authors
https://www.jrf.org.uk/cost-of-living/jrfs-cost-of-living-tracker-summer-2025#:~:text=debt%20and%20assets-,A%20year%20of%20Labour%20but%20no%20progress:%20JRF%27s%20cost%20of,Written%20by:%20Multiple%20authors
https://brc.org.uk/news-and-events/news/corporate-affairs/2025/ungated/labour-costs-will-harm-employment/#:~:text=A%20recent%20survey%20of%20retail,creation%20at%20this%20crucial%20time.%E2%80%9D
https://brc.org.uk/news-and-events/news/corporate-affairs/2025/ungated/labour-costs-will-harm-employment/#:~:text=A%20recent%20survey%20of%20retail,creation%20at%20this%20crucial%20time.%E2%80%9D
https://brc.org.uk/news-and-events/news/corporate-affairs/2025/ungated/labour-costs-will-harm-employment/#:~:text=A%20recent%20survey%20of%20retail,creation%20at%20this%20crucial%20time.%E2%80%9D
https://brc.org.uk/news-and-events/news/corporate-affairs/2025/ungated/labour-costs-will-harm-employment/#:~:text=A%20recent%20survey%20of%20retail,creation%20at%20this%20crucial%20time.%E2%80%9D
https://brc.org.uk/news-and-events/news/corporate-affairs/2025/ungated/labour-costs-will-harm-employment/#:~:text=A%20recent%20survey%20of%20retail,creation%20at%20this%20crucial%20time.%E2%80%9D
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainer/local-government-funding-england
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainer/local-government-funding-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tackling-deprivation-and-reversing-years-of-unfair-council-funding
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tackling-deprivation-and-reversing-years-of-unfair-council-funding
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-12-17/debates/E41ACAE8-ADB8-4BC2-986C-3324D7DC038A/LocalGovernmentFinance
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-12-17/debates/E41ACAE8-ADB8-4BC2-986C-3324D7DC038A/LocalGovernmentFinance
https://cmis.hullcc.gov.uk/CMIS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=y0S%2fKMe7E7V4eXY3pQ4FUU5UiBMzoa%2bBDve%2bsdaDGexm1%2fvq7MCFPw%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
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Start: 10.00 a.m. 
Finish: 2.40 p.m. 

 

Matthews, McCobb, Petrini and Wilkinson, who 
would be retiring from the Council at the Local 
Government Elections on 7th May, 2026. She 
thanked them for their service, and wished them all 
the best in their future endeavours. 
 


