OFFICIAL

Notice of Motion
Motion to be moved by Councillor Wilkinson:

Council recognises that this City has a proud tradition of standing up for human
rights as a “City of Sanctuary”.

Council views with dismay the actions of Donald Trump and his US administration in
militarily intervening in Venezuela in breach of accepted international law and
Articles 1 and 2(4) of the United Nations Charter, and in breach of the sovereignty of
Venezuela.

Council believes that the actions of the US President to kidnap a foreign national is a
threat to the international convention of respecting another country’s sovereignty. As
a City of Sanctuary that welcomes and protects refugees and asylum seekers from
many parts of the world this council recognises that many here will now fear the
potential ramifications that this act may have on their security and that of their
relatives and friends. It is important that this extrajudicial kidnapping and military
aggression is condemned for what it is.

Council further believes these actions and the related statement from the US
President appear to reinforce the words of Emily Thornbury MP, Chair of the
Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Select Committee, “It’s not really about drugs, it's
about oil. If Trump was so worried about drugs from South America, why did he last
month pardon former Honduras President Hernandez, who’'d been sentenced to 45
years by a US court for importing cocaine. Trump and friends have said it
themselves. We're “getting back the oil that was stolen”.

Council further believes that the appropriation of a Country’s oil assets, by another
Country is a blatant example of neo-colonialism, and will be seized upon by other
powers who have expressed expansionist ambitions and who could use this as a
green light to exert control of their neighbours in breach of their sovereignty and self-
determination.

Council resolves to ask the Chief Executive to write to the Foreign Secretary, and the
local MPs, setting out the detail of this motion and asking them to support the
upholding of international law, and to speak out against these abuses.

Sources:

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/emily-thornberry-trumps-venezuela-strikes-
36495907
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2026/jan/05/venezuela-attack-embolden-china-
russia-uk-labour-emily-thornberry

https://hull.cityofsanctuary.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jan/03/is-there-any-legal-justification-for-
the-us-attack-on-venezuela-trump-maduro
https://news.sky.com/story/colombia-cuba-mexico-greenland-or-iran-where-could-
trump-strike-next-13490602
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https://news.sky.com/story/venezuela-live-trump-maduro-court-capture-strikes-
colombia-greenland-latest-13489831
https://www.thequardian.com/world/2026/jan/05/trump-must-give-up-fantasies-about-

annexation-says-greenland-pm
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