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Briefing Paper to the East Area Committee Wards: Ings
11 March, 2025

Ings Resource Centre

Briefing Paper of the of the Corporate Director for Legal Services & Partnerships

1. Purpose of the Paper and Summary

The Ings Ward Members seek an update on the status of the lease arrangements relating
to the Ings Resource Centre (formerly known as the Arthur Richardson Centre), Savoy
Road, Hull and to explore opportunities for the delivery of community activities from the
Centre.

2. Background

In December 2004, the Asset Management Committee considered a report in respect of
the future of the former Arthur Richardson Centre, Savoy Road, Hull following a request
by a group known as Springsboard Ltd to take over the building and run it as a multi-
purpose community resource centre. The Centre had previously provided services for
people with a physical disability but had become surplus to the Council’s operational
requirements following a review of day service provision.

Springsboard surrendered their occupancy of the building and in January 2015, a 7-year
lease for the Ings Resource Centre was signed by The Adsett’s Partnership (TAP). This
followed an extended procurement exercise to obtain an anchor tenant in order to bring
the Centre back into use for the benefit of the community following the end of the lease
held by the former tenant.

TAP were granted the lease with the aim of maximising the use of the building for
the benefit of the local community with an emphasis on delivery of youth provision.
The Centre also has the benefit of kitchen facilities.

At the end of the lease, Autism Plus commenced negotiations with the Council to
continue to operate from the Centre under a commercial lease that permits the tenant to
sub-let parts of the building.

Services currently operating out of the Centre are:
- Autism Plus - this service provides care and support to people living in their own
homes so they can live as independently as possible.
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- Nancy’s Larder Care Catering Ltd
- Tic — Tourette’s Neuro Diversion Support Service
- Hull Parent Carer Forum CiC.

In addition, the Community Payback Service access the building for welfare facilities
when undertaking projects in the area.

Issues for Consideration

The Council, as landlord of the Ings Resource Centre, has not currently formalised a new
lease to Autism Plus due to the building not having an adequate EPC (Energy
Performance Certificate) rating. Works have been identified to replace the main boiler to
improve the buildings EPC rating to a grade E or above. These works are ongoing.

A discussion took place in November, 2024 involving the Ward Members, Legal Services
and Property & Assets to discuss the terms of the proposed commercial lease that is
‘holding over’ from the end of the previous lease, for which the tenant is paying a market
rent for the property. There is no requirement for a Service Level Agreement outlining the
Council's expectations of the leaseholder in terms of service delivery to accompany the
lease. In a commercial lease, the Council cannot contractually stipulate what services
are delivered by a tenant.

The East Area Committee received papers relating to the mapping of community venues
and activities across the East Area. The Ings Ward Members identified the Ings
Resource Centre as a potential venue for community activities and note ongoing
discussions with the current occupier of the building relating to the terms of a new lease.

Noting the lack of community accessible venues around the Ings Ward, the Ings Ward
Members wish to explore all avenues for discussions to take place with the lease holder
to explore opportunities for community activities to be delivered from the Centre. To take
this forward, representatives from the Council’s Legal and Property Teams held
discussions with the current occupier on 27 March, 2024 and will update Ward Members
at a briefing planned to take place prior to the March Area Committee.

Next steps

Following the briefing of Ward Members on the recent discussions with the current
occupier of the building, the matter be referred to the Ward level to progress options for
the delivery of community activity from the Ings Resource Centre.

lan Anderson
Corporate Director for Legal Services & Partnerships

Contact Officer : Alastair Shaw Telephone No.: (01482) 612270

Officer Interests: None

Background Documents: None
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