OFFICIAL

Notice of Motion
Motion to be moved by Councillor Dad:

Council notes that according to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, the cost-of-living
crisis under this Government is “acute” and “the highest number of families in arrears
or holding a loan for essentials since we began tracking”. Council further notes,
“‘under current plans, hardship is likely to deepen as real disposable incomes, after
housing costs, are projected to fall by £690 by 2030.”

Council notes that Labour Government policy has also had a damaging effect on
employment, making the cost-of-living crisis even worse. “A recent survey of retail
finance directors showed that half were planning to reduce hours and workers as a
direct result of the employer National Insurance Contribution hike.”

Council notes the efforts this Liberal Democrat Administration has undertaken to
reduce the impact on Hull.

Council commends the use of available funding for free school meals, warm space
funding, school uniform grants and much more, but believes ultimately government
should be making more of a difference nationally to secure long-term funding for
these initiatives.

Council believes that the Labour Government has categorically failed to fix the
economy and help the residents of Hull.

Council therefore calls on the Government to implement a Cost of Living action plan
including:

e Delivering plans to halve energy bills for the average household by 2035, with
immediate support to prevent price rises in reaction to the war in Iran.

e Reverse the damaging National Insurance rise that has harmed health
services and local businesses.

e Cutting VAT by 5% for restaurants, pubs, entertainment and accommodation
venues.

e Exempting school uniforms from VAT and capping the price on branded
school uniform items.

Council resolves to ask that the Leader of the Council writes to the Prime Minister
and the three Hull MPs to express the view of this Council, as laid out in the motion.

Sources:

https://www.jrf.org.uk/cost-of-living/jrfs-cost-of-living-tracker-summer-2025 -
~:text=debt%20and%20assets-
,A%20year%200f%20Labour%20but%20n0%20progress:%20JRF%27s%20cost%?2
Oof Written%20by:%20Multiple%20authors
https://brc.org.uk/news-and-events/news/corporate-affairs/2025/ungated/labour-
costs-will-harm-employment/ -
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