Town Clerk’s Service Governance Code
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DECISION RECORD

Service Reference Number ADNH\D\2020\4003

Decision Maker Assistant Director Neighbourhoods and Housing

Delegated Authority

The Assistant Director Neighbourhoods and Housing is exercising delegated powers pursuant to
minute 40 of the meeting of Cabinet dated 26" September 2016 to implement the programme for
administration of the surplus Right to Buy receipts.

Decision:

1. That a grant allocation from Right to Buy Replacement Programme Fund of £60,000 and any
further sum up to a value of 10% of that allocation be applied at the Council’s discretion to
reflect increases in cost to account for further expenditure in undertaking the works, subject
to meeting certain the terms and conditions of the Council’s grant agreement, be awarded to
Pickering & Ferens Homes; and

2. That the Director of Legal Services and Partnerships, shall draw up legal agreements based
on the terms of the grant to be offered. The agreement will address draw down of the grant,
repayment in default, outputs and monitoring requirements as well as any publicity
requirements.

Summary of the Decision:

The application was received in the second quarter and is recommended for approval. Applications
are invited and considered quarterly by a panel of officers drawn from Housing and Corporate
Finance.

The application is summarised below:

Organisation Grant Purpose Conditions

requested
Pickering & £60,000 | Two X 2 bed properties to be Subject to the purchase being
Ferens Homes purchased from the developer | completed.

Nagra properties for use as
social housing accommodation
for the elderly

Nature of Decision:

Non - Key
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Exemptions
Is the accompanying formal report (or other documentation where applicable) exempt? No

Supporting information:

Cabinet considered a report on 26™ September 2016 regarding the “Use of Right to Buy Receipts”
which set out the position in relation to Right to Buy receipts the Council received and how they
could be spent. This in effect approved use as follows:

1. On the Council’s own schemes for new build;
2. On schemes undertaken in the city led by partner organisations; and
3. To be returned to Central Government where monies could not be spent above.

Allocations are restricted to 30% of the cost of new build or refurbishment of non-social housing,
cannot be used in conjunction with HCA grant, must be for properties within the Hull CC boundary
which must be let as social housing, and can only be used to fund organisations in which the
Council does not have a controlling interest.

Cabinet agreed:

e Where the Council is not able to make direct use of right to buy receipts, surplus receipts are in
principle provided to community housing groups and housing associations in the form of a grant
in line with the terms of the Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) grant
conditions.

e The City Manager for Neighbourhoods in consultation with the s.151 Officer and Town Clerk is
given delegated authority to set up the framework of housing providers and establish a set of
terms and conditions for the grants.

e The City Manager for Neighbourhoods and Housing in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for
Housing and Infrastructure is given delegated authority to implement the agreed framework for
the allocation and payment of the surplus receipts.

Subsequent to this report a procurement exercise was undertaken to select Framework Suppliers
who are eligible to bid for individual schemes each quarter in line with the criteria set out in the
above Cabinet Report.

Chief Officer Comments

Director of Legal Services and Partnerships (Monitoring Officer)

The decision to award grant funding to eligible framework suppliers is taken in furtherance to the
Cabinet Decision dated 26th September 2016. The Council has a general power of competence to
enter into the grant agreement under the Localism Act 2011. [JSK]

Comments of the Section 151 Officer

The City Treasurer notes the grants as set out in this decision record using surplus Right to Buy
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receipts that would otherwise have to be returned to Central Government.

Comments of the Assistant Director HR & OD

There are no staffing or equality issues arising for the Council from the drawing down of this
funding.

Comments of the Portfolio Holder for Housing

The Portfolio Holder for Council Infrastructure (inc housing) is exercising delegated powers
pursuant to 26" September 2016 Cabinet Report to implement the programme for administration of
the surplus Right to Buy receipts.

Scrutiny Comments

This decision has not been subject to pre-decision scrutiny (Ref: Sc5600)

Exceptional Circumstances
none

Is the decision record currently exempt from publication at the point of decision? No

If yes, what date can the decision record be made public?

Reason the decision record is exempt from publication at the point of decision: n/a

Signature of Decision Maker:

Signed: Signature confirmed

Date signed: 01/04/2020

FOR COMPLETION BY THE SCRUTINY OFFICE:

Date published on CMIS: 02/04/2020

Can the decision be called in?
No

Date decision comes into force: 02/04/2020
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