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Report to the West Area Committee
17t March 2025

Pickering Park Report

Report of the Assistant Director - Neighbourhoods and Housing

1. Purpose of the Report and Summary

1.1 To provide an update on activity in Pickering Park.

1.2  To seek the Area Committee’s, acting under its delegation from the
Corporate Trustee Committee in relation to the park, consideration of
event applications as per the Terms of Reference.

2. Recommendations

2.1  That this report be noted, and

2.2 That the Committee agrees to the proposed events, subject to the
applicant entering such terms and conditions as the Assistant Director
Neighbourhoods & Housing and Assistant Director Streetscene Services
deem appropriate.

(1) World of Fun holding a funfair from Friday 6" June 2025 — Sunday
8" June 2025.

(2) The Friends of Pickering Park holding a Santa Run on Sunday 7t
December 2025.

3. Reasons for Recommendations

3.1 Toinform Members of the activity in Pickering Park and to seek support
for applications for specified events within the park.
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4. Impact on other Executive Committees (including Area Committees)

4.1  There would not be any impact on other Area Committees or other
executive committees.

5. Updates

5.1 Friends of Pickering Park

The Friends of Pickering Park (FOPP) continue to be
supported by the Neighbourhood Team. The FOPP held a
successful ‘Santa Run’ on Sunday 15" December 2024. The
event raised nearly £500.00 for the FOPP, and the Group
would like to make this an annual event going forward.

5.2 lllegal Encampments

Members from Newington & Gipsyville and Pickering Wards attended a
site visit on Friday 215t February 2025 to look at options to prevent
illegal encampments on the lower field. They were joined by the FOPP,
Neighbourhood Coordinators, and two residents from the Pickering
Ward.

The Members from Newington & Gipsyville and Pickering Wards
agreed that the preferred option was that decorative mounds be
installed along the vulnerable points of the perimeter to prevent future
encampments gaining access.

The Council's Streetcare & Open Spaces Strategic Manager will
produce a design for the decorative mounds, and this will be circulated
to Newington & Gipsyville and Pickering Ward Members for their
comments, off agenda.

The Neighbourhood Coordinator has secured funding of £11,725.00
from the Crime Prevention Fund to support the installation of the
mound.

Events

5.3
The following events have successfully taken place at Pickering
Park:

Friends of Pickering Park Santa Run on Sunday 15" December
2024. Over 70 runners took place in the event, which raised
nearly £500.00 for the FOPP.
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6. Issues for Consideration

6.1 The Neighbourhood Team continues to work with the FOPP,
Streetscene Services and Parks and Gardens to enhance
Pickering Park for the benefit of all users of the site.

Events

The World of Fun funfair have previously visited Pickering

7.1 Parkin 2023 and 2024. Arrangements will be submitted by
the Fun Fair Operator to the Council’s Event Safety
Advisory Group (ESAG) and the Council’s Park Ranger
Service who will monitor and liaise with the Operator whilst
on the site. The event organiser will be required to provide
evidence of £5million Public Liability Insurance, PAT
Certificates, Risk Assessments and licences at least 14
days prior to the start of the event.

The fair is aimed at families and young children and will run
on a ‘pay as you go’ basis. The fair will close at 8.00pm at
the latest. There will be approximately 26 vehicles on site
plus 12 caravans. This will include rides, stalls, and food
vendors. Arrangements will be made by the organiser to
collect litter/waste on a daily basis. There will be amplified
music and noise levels will be monitored by the organiser.
Parking will be available on the surrounding roads outside
of the park.

The funfair will generate the following income for the
Council:

Licence Fee: £83.00

Admin Fee: £83.00

Event Day Fee: £762.00 x 3 days = £2,286.00

Set Up Fees: £381.00 x 4 days = £1,524.00

Total: £3,976.00

The funfair must produce proof of £5million public liability
to the Parks Team 14 days before the event takes place in
order for it to proceed.
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The organiser will also be required to pay a bond of
£381.00 per event day, held in an uncashed cheque, which
will be withheld should the event area not be left tidy and in
good condition.

The Friends of Pickering Park (FOPP) Santa Run is

7.2  scheduled to take place on Sunday 7" December 2025.
Following a successful trial event in 2024, the FOPP would
like to make this an annual event.

Runners pay an entry fee to FOPP, which includes their
Santa suit and race medal. The run course is 2.5km along
the paths of the park, with the option to complete two laps
to make a 5km distance. As in previous years, parking will
be on the surrounding roads outside of the park and
dependant on number of entrants the Sirius Academy car
park can be utilised. A catering van will be present for
refreshments.

First aid provision will be available during the race and all

runners are covered via the FOPP Public Liability
Insurance (£5million).

8. Options and Risk Assessment

8.1 Option 1 — the updates are noted, and events are progressed.
This is the preferred option.

8.2 Option 2 — the updates are noted but all or some of the events
are not supported. This could be detrimental to the area and
would forego opportunities to provide local activities,
community engagement and decrease social isolation.

9. Comments of the Monitoring Officer (Director of Leqgal Services and

Partnerships)

9.1 The contents and recommendations of the report are noted. The area
Committee should ensure that all relevant health & safety provisions
are in place and be satisfied that the event providers have adequate
public liability insurance in place so as to limit any risk to the Council
(SL)

10. Comments of the Section 151 Officer (Director of Finance and
Transformation)
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10.1 The Director of Finance and Transformation notes the decision to
consider the event applications. The events will be managed by the
two organisations named above and all expenditure and income will
be managed by those organisations, including a deposit which will
not be returned if the site is not left tidy. Income to HCC of c£4k will
be generated via licencing and event fees. (SC)

11. Comments of Assistant Director of OD & HR and compliance with the
Equality Duty

11.1 The content of the report is noted and supported. There are no
staffing or equality issues arising for the council from this
decision. KH

12 Comments of Overview and Scrutiny

12.1 This decision has not been subject to pre-decision scrutiny. (Ref.
Sc8648 (FH))

Mark Nearney
Assistant Director - Neighbourhoods and Housing

Contact Officer: Michelle Williamson, Neighbourhood Co-ordinator (West Area
Team)

Telephone No.: 01482 612312

Officer Interests: None

Background Documents: - None
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Implications Matrix

I have informed and sought advice from HR, | Yes
Legal, Finance, Overview and Scrutiny and
the Climate Change Advisor and any other
key stakeholders i.e. Portfolio Holder,
relevant Ward Members etc prior to
submitting this report for official comments

| have considered whether this report Yes
requests a decision that is outside the
Budget and Policy Framework approved by
Councill

Value for money considerations have been | Yes
accounted for within the report

The report is approved by the relevant City | Yes
Manager

| have included any No
procurement/commercial issues/implications
within the report

| have considered the potential media No
interest in this report and liaised with the
Media Team to ensure that they are briefed
to respond to media interest.

| have included any equalities and diversity | Yes
implications within the report and where
necessary | have completed an Equalities
Impact Assessment, and the outcomes are
included within the report

Any Health and Safety implications are No
included within the report

Any human rights implications are included | No
within the report

I have included any community safety Yes
implications and paid regard to Section 17
of the Crime and Disorder Act within the
report

I have liaised with the Climate Change No
Advisor and any environmental and climate
change issues/sustainability implications are
included within the report

I have included information about how this Yes
report contributes to the City Plan/ Area
priorities within the report
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